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Principal’s Comment

Mike Newell

Principal

for schools. Simply speaking, there is a 

clear correlaƟon between aƩendance 
and achievement and the goal is for all 
students to aƩend at least 90% of the 
Ɵme.

We have also welcomed a number of 
new staī to JHC and you can Įnd out 
a liƩle more about them further in this 
newsleƩer. We look forward to their 
contribuƟon to our kura. Teaching staī 
will be sending out introductory emails 
to you so please check your inboxes. 
Regular communicaƟon is important for 
a healthy home and school partnership 
so please contact us if there are any 

emerging issues or quesƟons that you 
have.

In late 2025 the secondary teachers 
union the PPTA and the MOE seƩled 
their collecƟve contract negoƟaƟons. 
This is a pleasing result and ensures 
no further disrupƟons to teaching and 
learning in the near future. There is 
plenty to be excited about in 2026, 
we are implemenƟng our new Year 9 
curriculum aŌer 2 years of planning. 
We also look forward to the opening of 
our new Science and Student Support 
Centre teaching space. This building is 
at the Įnishing stages and teaching will 
commence in this new facility in term 
2. We conƟnue to implement the new 
MathemaƟcs and English Curriculum in 
Years 7-10 and with this comes some 
new reporƟng requirements. There will 

be more informaƟon to whānau in the 
coming weeks.

Term 1 is always busy with our EOTC 
programme and school trips. The Įrst 
overseas trip for the year, our Science 
trip to Melbourne and Ňy over AntarcƟca, 
have returned and our Year 7 and 8 
classes will partaking in their camps to 
Omaui and Deep Cove. My thanks to our 
many parent volunteers, your support in 
aƩending these camps is crucial to make 
them viable.

We are looking forward to a posiƟve 2026 
where students are able to excel both in 
the classroom and in the wider areas of 
school life. 

Ngā mihi

Mike Newell 
Principal

Kia ora e te whānau 

It has been great to welcome our 
students back into school over the past 
week and a special welcome to new 
families and whānau to the Hargest 
community. Despite the weather we were 
sƟll able to acknowledge the transiƟon 
of our Year 7 students and Year 9 
students to the junior and senior campus 
respecƟvely. We have just under 1900 
students currently enrolled and classes 
have seƩled into rouƟnes very well. It 
can take some Ɵme to readjust aŌer a 
long summer holiday but all students 
have been reminded of the importance 
of geƫng into good work habits early and 
of our 6 values that make up the Hargest 
Way. In addiƟon to this, aƩendance has 
a naƟonal focus with new requirements 

PTA Report

Kia ora from the PTA!

Welcome to 2026.
Ngā mihi o te tau hou (Happy New Year)
It has been a busy start to the year already. 
The PTA would like to warmly welcome all 
new students, staī and returning students.
We start the year saying goodbye to one 
of our PTA dads – Warren and his family 
have made the decision to move overseas. 
Warren’s unwavering support,dedicaƟon 
and wealth of knowledge will be sorely 
missed. We wish Warren and his family all 
the best on their next adventure.
The PTA successfully held two uniform 
sales days. It is always nice to see new and 
familiar faces. I would like to thank the 

PTA Meeting Dates

The next PTA meeƟng will be held in the 
Brigadier’s Room at the Senior Campus, 
scheduled to start at 7.30pm.
on
Tuesday 24 February

Our other meeƟng dates for the  year are:

Tuesday 23rd June
Tuesday 18th August

Tuesday 10 November

PTA members and staī who so kindly 
gave their Ɵme to make these days so 
successful.

Please note that at any Ɵme during the 
year if you need to purchase or sell any 
items you can do so at the Senior Campus 
with the amazing Ainslie.
As it is the start of the new year the PTA 
is looking for parents to come and join us.
We would love to see you at our next 
meeƟng.
He waka eke noa

We’re all in this together

Ngā Mihi 
Jo Wilson and the PTA team

Jo Wilson

PTA Chairperson
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From the Boardroom

Nic Raines

BOT Presiding Member

Welcome back everyone and greeƟngs 
to the new families.  I certainly had a 
relaxing break with lots of Ɵme at the side 
of the lake skiing, Įshing and reading.  
Hopefully everyone is energised and 
enthused for another busy year like I am.

The major focus for the board over 
summer and the coming month is the 
recruitment process for replacing Mr 
Newell who is leaving us at the end of 
term 1. The principal is like the CEO for 
the school, they set the tone and are 
inŇuenƟal everywhere so we understand 
the importance of a thorough search and 
the appointment of a great new principal.  
There is no news to report at this stage, 

 

 

CongratulaƟons to the Head Students. We 
have no doubt they will be outstanding 
role models in 2026.

Head Students 
2026

COVER PAGE:
(from leŌ to right)
Head Boy: Alex Sandiford 
Head Girl: Elly Baird
Deputy Head Girl: Lilah Jack
Deputy Head Boy: Benjamin WyaƩ

we plan to have an appointment made 
by the end of February so they can 
start in term 2.

As follow up to my comments at prize 
giving, now is the Ɵme of year when 
students get bombarded with opƟons 
to sign up to clubs, sports and acƟviƟes 
so make sure you have a talk at home 
about what to sign up for this year.  
Remember busy kids don’t have Ɵme 
to get in trouble…

Have a great year everyone.

Nic Raines

Matua Neitana Tane

Kaua tātou kia tukua ka mate a wheke, engari ka mate 
a ururoa!

Don’t die like an octopus! Die like a hammerhead 
shark!

2026 is upon us. This year, as much as any, will present 
challenges that allow us to further develop and extend 
ourselves. Geƫng on to things with the right aƫtude 
breeds success. Hence the whakatauki above. Much 
like our school moƩo, ‘Keep Faith’, it means what it 
says and has yet to prove anything other than the 
success that follows when we persevere. 

We welcome our year 9 and 10 students into our 
Whānau Form Class and look forward to geƫng to 
know them over the next few weeks. Please note 
some of the upcoming dates for our Kapa Haka 
calendar

Upcoming events

20 - 22 February - Kapa Haka Noho

26 February - unveiling of the Waharoa in our 
Guidence Department

14 March - Relay for Life Performance - 7.30pm

Hei kona mai.

Matua Neitana

Catherine Fabre

Erin Pickering

Whanau Report

Hilary Mouat

Report from the Year 9 and 13 
Whānau group
On Monday the 2nd of February we had 
the pleasure of welcoming our 10 tauira 
from Year 9 into Whānau Form Class for 
2026. 

With the guidance of our tuakana and 
Māori Prefects, the Year 9s are seƩling into 
their place both here in Whānau and the 
wider kura of Hēmi Hākena. 

He hono tangata e kore e motu; ka pa he 

taura waka e motu. 

This whakatauki speaks to the strength of 
the human bond, and that unlike a canoe 
rope it cannot be severed. 

We look forward to seeing the connecƟons 
and relaƟonships our rangatahi make here 
at Hēmi Hākena and know that no maƩer 
where they go in life, those connecƟons 
will never be severed.
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Sam: Hello, I’m Sam and I’m most excited 
to be your ambassador this year. I like 
reading. I’m also into trying new things 
and I encourage you to do so as well. 

Ranuli: Hi, my name is Ranuli and I’m 
into sports like netball. I also like doing 
producƟon and Showquest. This year I am 
most excited for Deep Cove camp. 

We would like to introduce our Junior 
Campus student leaders for 2026. 

Our Kaiarataki are:
Jessica Spence, Finn Dallow, LoƩe Cowan and 
Roman Arthur-Morete. 
Our Ambassadors are: Sam Lyness and Ranuli 
Fernando.

These students take on various leadership 
rioles such as organising and presenƟng 
assemblies, hosƟng guests and represenƟng 
our school at oĸcial events. We are very 
proud of these leaders as they all lead by 
example.

Jessica: Kia ora, my name is Jessica. I like 
Įnding out more about my culture and this 

Junior Campus Leaders 2026

year I’m most excited about House 
Day and Deep Cove camp.

Finn: Hi, my name is Finn and I am 
into sports and I also love Kapa Haka, 
producƟon and Showquest. I am 
most excited about Deep Cove camp.

Loƫe: Kia ora, my name is LoƩe. 
My interests are playing sports such 
as basketball, netball and rugby. I 
like Kapa Haka and expressing my 
culture. 

Roman: Hi, my name is Roman. I like 
nature and anything with a motor. 
I am most looking forward to Deep 
Cove camp. 

LeŌ to right:
Ranuli Fernando, Roman Arthur-Morete, 
Jessica Spence, Sam Lyness, Finn Dallow, 
LoƩe Cowan 

Chloe Madden
Year 8 Dean

School Contacts - Junior Campus

Chrissy Ford

Year 7 Dean
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Introducing our  
Head Students

Introducing our  
Prefects

We are pleased to introduce our 2026 Prefects. The prefects have diīerent areas of reponsibility: Acadenic, Arts, Culture, Māori, 
Service and Sports. We know our prefects will be excellent ambassadors for our kura.   

Deputy Head Girl:   
Lilah Jack 

Lilah has conƟnued to excel in 
many areas of her Hargest life.  
She has a strong work ethic and 
shows admirable perseverance 
in challenging situaƟons, always 
demonstraƟng her commitment 
to success. Lilah’s contribuƟon 
to school life has conƟnued to 
be outstanding, earning herself 
Blues Awards for Rowing and 
Indoor Bowls, and maintaining 
high engagement in various 
service and cultural clubs. Her 
leadership skills and dedicaƟon 
has resulted in her earning 
the Ɵtle of Deputy Head Girl 
for 2026, where she is an 
outstanding role model for other 
students. 

Deputy Head Boy:   
Benjamin WyaƩ

Benjamin is a dedicated and 
socially aware student who 
approaches his learning with 
a posiƟve aƫtude and enjoys 
connecƟng with his peers. He 
brings a cheerful energy to many 
facets of the school he is involved 
with. .His quick humour also 
makes him a pleasant and posiƟve 
presence within our kura.  He 
demonstrates strong leadership 
skills and works well with others, 
supporƟng and encouraging all 
students to be the best they 
can be. Benjamin’s consistent 
dedicaƟon and collaboraƟve 
approach make him an excellent 
role model as Deputy Head Boy 
this year.

 

Head Girl:  
Elly Baird

Elly is a superlaƟve student at 
James Hargest College. She is 
always authenƟcally herself, 
hardworking, and compassionate. 
She achieves at a very high level in 
many areas across our kura and is 
always both humble and gracious 
with her many successes. Her 
conƟnuously serene disposiƟon and 
outstanding work ethic will ensure 
she achieves all that she aims 
for. At all Ɵmes, Elly manages to 
maintain her posiƟve approach and 
empathy. She is a delighƞul,warm, 
approachable young lady who 
makes Ɵme and space for others. 
CongratulaƟons, Elly, you will be a 
fantasƟc Head Girl this year!

Head Boy:   
Alex Sandiford 

Alex is an excepƟonal student who 
shows outstanding dedicaƟon 
across all areas of school life. He is 
universally known for his kindness 
and respecƞul aƫtude, and this 
high standard is reŇected in his 
commitment to school protocols, 

including an exemplary aƩendance 
record and impeccable uniform 
standards. His engagement is 
fantasƟc, encompassing academic 
excellence and signiĮcant 
involvement in extra-curricular 
acƟviƟes. We are delighted Alex 
is our Head Boy for 2026. He 
is a natural leader and will be 
an awesome role model to our 
younger students. We look forward 
to watching him lead the school 
community this year.  

Our Service prefects: (from leŌ to right)

Janet Wei, Emma Steele, Saranya Sarissa, 

Addison Robertson and Ethan Stark

Our Academic prefects: (from leŌ to right)

Desandi Fonseka, Annie Tran, David Hardy, 

Natalie Snoek and Amelia Cameron

Our Cultural prefects: (from leŌ to right)

Rashini Fernando, Meah Ayto, Diane 

Mananes and Larah Moce

Our Arts prefects: (from leŌ to right)

Olivia ScarleƩ, MaƟlda Vincent,  Jack Jia, 
Neve Templeton and Lara Kerr

Our Sports prefects: (from leŌ to right)

Kyra Savory, Caitlin Crawford, Madeline 

Black, Ryder Laverty, Liam Sheehan and 

Aneeka Fosbender

Our Māori prefects: (from leŌ to right)

Amelia-Jayne De Thierry-Curry and 
Samson Parkinson
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James Hargest College 
Uniform Guide

Please ensure all students have the correct uniform 
items.

Shoes need to be plain black leather, laced dress 
shoes.

For example:

They are NOT to be soŌ leather or canvas material 
such as:

 or

Any plain black weatherproof jacket or JHC 
jacket:  

They are NOT to be coƩon or printed such as:

find  under find 

UNISEX OPTION

find  under find 

SHOP N

WOMENS  OPTION

Softshell Jackets

The JHC jackets can be worn as an alternaƟve 
to the school jersey. Order the soŌshell 
jackets availble in unisex or women’s styles 
from www.kooga.co.nz.
Size samples are available for trying on at the 
both campues. These jackets can be worn in 
class.

Lavalava

Our JHC Lavalava is in stock at the U Shop.  The lavalava was 
approved as an oĸcial uniform item aŌer it was proposed by a 
group of students.  The students wrote a leƩer outlining their desire 
to wear a lavalava with pride as part of their uniform and it was met 
with resounding support.  AŌer a process of design and approval, 
it is now in stock and several students are wearing them around 
campus.  

Most schools in New Zealand have school uniforms.  The uni-
forms themselves vary signiĮcantly, but the reasons they exist 
are consistent.  Some of the top Įve reasons school uniforms 
are universally adopted are:

1)	 A sense of belonging and pride
2) 	 Creates equality and reduces discriminaƟon
3)	 Reduces peer pressure
4)	 Can reduce anxiety
5)	 Encourages focus on educaƟon

SigniĮcant Ɵme can be spent with students trying to remedy 
their uniform to ensure it meets the code, and this Ɵme can 
always be beƩer spent working on educaƟonal outcomes for 
learners.   Many workplaces have a uniform code that is stricter 
than any found in our kura, and we want to ensure our students 
are ready to “create the best possible future for themselves and 
their world” without any barriers.   Helping students see that 
the uniform code applies to everyone is one such way we help 
them understand that someƟmes following the rules is part of 
life.  We thank whānau for their support.
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Vision
Tirohanga

Mission Statement

Our Mission is to equip all our students 

to create the best possible future for 

themselves and their world.

Our vision is to foster healthy all-round development and 
personal success in an environment informed by the principles 
of manaakitanga.

This means helping young people build their personal idenƟty 
and hauora in a context of strong communal values (The 
Hargest Way).

It involves encouraging parƟcipaƟon, connectedness and 
whanaungatanga through a range of service, cultural, sporƟng 
and leadership opportuniƟes.

Personal success is fostered by a strong academic focus and the 
pursuit of excellence in its broadest sense, through responsive, 
supporƟve programmes and staī working on the principles of 
ako.

We aspire to provide educaƟon of superb quality, in partnership 
with our wider community.
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Gemma McAllister
Gemma is an ex-student from 
James Hargest College and 
joins us aŌer graduaƟng with 
a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in English and History and 
a Master of Teaching and 
Learning. Outside of the 
classroom, Gemma loves 
spending Ɵme with friends and 
whānau, reading, wriƟng and 
going on long walks. Gemma 
will be teaching English at 
James Hargest College in 2026.

Shobhana Bir
Shobhana grew up in New 
Delhi, India but has lived in New 
Zealand for 22 years. She likes 
to knit, cook, listen to music 
and reading. Shobhana will be 
teaching junior science and 
Chemistry

New Staff 
2026 
Senior 
Campus

Chiedza Hungwe
Chiedza origionates from 
Zimbabwe and joins us aŌer 
teaching in Namibia. Chiedza 
loves learning new languages, 
reading, going on long wlaks 
and listening to music. Chiedza 
joins the Science Department 
and will be teaching junior 
science as well as Level 2 and 
3 Physics. 

Jo Bremer
Jo is our new AƩendance 
and Sick Bay Oĸcer. Jo has 
previously worked as a nurse 
which will come in handy 
when helping with students 
needing the sick bay. Jo likes 
to garden, aƩend the theatre 
and go to music gigs.

Katrina Toms

At the end of 2025, we were very 
sad to farewell Karina Toms from 
the Student Admin area.  Karina 
had worked at JHC since 2018 and 
was the mastermind behind several 
of our publicaƟons.  NewsleƩer, 
Yearbooks, Kōrero, markeƟng 
materials, cerƟĮcates, opƟon guides, 
branding publicaƟons, website  and 
all manner of things JHC have been 
lucky enough to fall under the care 
and creaƟon of Karina.  Her arƟsƟc 
vision and process was a joy to 
behold.  Karina worked through the 
materials for the Brigadier’s Diploma 
with care, precision and an absolute 
desire to create something beauƟful 
that would be treasured.  Karina 
had the ability to understand exactly 
what was required, and then turn 
it into something much beƩer than 
ever anƟcipated.  The new Year 9 
curriculum guide is testament to 
her prowess with understanding 
her audience, craŌing, tesƟng and 
reĮning a product so that it is much 
more than logical, it is beauƟful.  Her 
designing wizardry is evident in so 
many areas of what we do and we 
are very grateful for all she has given 
to JHC.

New Staff 
Junior 
Campus

Ella Bray
Ella is a Year 8 teacher in Room 
21. She has worked at James 
Hargest Junior Campus over the 
last few years as a reliever and we 
are thrilled that Ella has returned 
to us on a permanent basis aŌer 
working overseas last year. Ella 
is a valuable member of our staī 
and we wish her the very best 
year ahead. 

Jen Marsh
Jen completed her Bachelor 
of Science in Maori Studies, 
Pe AcƟvity & Health and 
a Masters in Teaching and 
Learning. She will be teaching 
Te Reo Māori, Te Ao Haka and 
PE. Jen loves netball and the 
outdoors.

Nina Smith
Nina is a new Teacher Aid at 
James Hargest Junior Campus 
and has come to us aŌer working 
at Waiau Area School for 6 years 
where the last 3 years she has 
been as a TA. Nina is trained in 
sign language and is working 
with students to ensure they are 
freely able to engage in learning. 
Nina will be working in Room 
8 on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays this year.  Nina is 
seƩling into the Kaiawhina Team 
well and students and staī are 
enjoying having her in their 
rooms. 

Noella Flowers and Vicki Davis
We have been lucky to snap 
up Noella and Vicki as the new 
Foods and Fabrics Teachers at the 
Junior Campus. Noella will work 
for three days per week and Vicki 
will teach the other two days. 
They make up the dream team 
teaching Foods and Fabrics. We 
wish them a great year ahead and 
we know our students are thrilled 
and absolutely love learning oī 
these two wahine toa. 

Mataeus Marsh
Mataeus will be teaching all 
over the school in 2026 but 
mostly in PE. He like to watch 
the UFC in his spare Ɵme and 
tries to play golf and Įsh! 
Mataeus is from Hawkes Bay.

Staff Farewell 
Senior 
Campus

Caitlyn Kingsland

2025 saw Caitlin return to JHC as a 
staī member.  We were thrilled to 
have her enthusiasm, sense of fun, 
commitment to sport and boundless 
energy in our sports department.  
Caitlyn worked with many young 
people and assisted their sporƟng 
journeys with pracƟcal and sensible 
support.  We wish her all the best 
with her next sporƟng challenges and 
the goals she sets for herself.  
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The JHC Teaching Staff 2026

Student 
Teachers

Newa Allen

Newa graduated with a Bachelors Degree in 
Music last year and worked as a music teacher 
at Music South. He loves to play in live shows 
and be involved in all things musical. 

Hanna OƩ
Hannah was born in Germany but grew up 
in Dunedin. She is training to be a teacher in 
Music and Visual Arts. She plays in bands and 
loves to paint, write and cook. 

Avinesh Narayan

Avinesh has 21 years of teaching experience 
in Fiji and is training to be a teacher in 
AccounƟng, Economics and Business Studies 
in New Zealand. He loves watching sports, 
playing pool, swimming and travelling

Andrew Buxton

Andrew is training to be a teacher in Science 
and Maths. He has been a stay at home dad 
for his Įve home for life daughters for the last 
Įve years. He loves creaƟng and gardening. 

Cameron Prince

Cameron has just graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science majoring in Sports Development 
and Management and Physical Educaion. He 
plays basketball and rugby and can make a 
mean lolly cake! 
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In New Zealand there is a very clear relaƟonship between 
aƩendance at school and achievement in NCEA.  Simply put, 
students who regularly aƩend school are much more likely 
to achieve NCEA qualiĮcaƟons than students who do not 
aƩend as regularly.  
Students who aƩend school 100% of the Ɵme achieve, on 
average, 13 to 15 more credits in NCEA than do students 
who aƩend 90% of the Ɵme.  In 2019, the then Associate 
Minister of EducaƟon Tracey MarƟn, idenƟĮed that 
“students aƩending 95 percent of days in Year 10 later get 
an average of 75 credits at Level 3”, easily enough to gain 
the qualiĮcaƟon. Conversely,  “Year 10s who aƩend 85 
percent of the Ɵme, only about half go on to achieve NCEA 
Level 3.”
While the aƩendance data we are provided with by the 
Ministry of EducaƟon shows that our rangatahi aƩend 
school more regularly than all of the comparison groups, 

the percentage of students who regularly aƩend has 
declined over recent years.   
In Week Three of this term you will receive  aƩendance 
reports three Ɵmes a term to help keep you informed about 

Every Day Matters

your child’s level of aƩendance.  Where there are concerns 
we will be in contact with you to oīer our support so that we 
can help all students to aƩend regularly and consequently give 
themselves the best chance of achieving their potenƟal.
Our aim is to have all ākonga aƩending school 90% of the Ɵme as 
a minimum.  While 90% sounds like a high number, this equates 
to missing one day of school each fortnight, which translates to 
nearly a month of school lost over the course of the year.  
Our school Guidance Counsellors, Homeroom Teachers, Deans 
and Form Teachers are available to support you in removing 
barriers to support aƩendance and achievement.  If you are 
concerned about your child we encourage you to make contact 
with us sooner rather than later so that we can work with you 
and support can be put in place before any aƩendance issues, or 
other problems, become ingrained habits that are more diĸcult 
to change.

Thank you for your support of this important mahi. LiŌing 
aƩendance rates beneĮts all students and is an essenƟal step on 
the pathway to success. 

Attendance at James 
Hargest College

This year we are implemenƟng the STAR aƩendance plan, as 
required by the Ministry of EducaƟon. 

STAR (Stepped AƩendance Response) is designed to support 
students’ regular aƩendance at school.  AƩending school 
regularly, at least 90% of the Ɵme, makes it easier for 
students to achieve academic success and form strong social 
relaƟonships.

STAR will strengthen communicaƟon with whānau around 
aƩendance, and bring to the forefront the importance of being 

in class regularly.  All absences, excluding school approved 
acƟviƟes, will count towards days of absence. 

Homeroom Teachers, Form Teachers, Deans and Senior 
Leadership will be working together to communicate with 
whānau and provide support to help students aƩend school.  
This will begin with communicaƟon via email when a student 
has been absent for Įve or more days.  

Please see our Stepped AƩendance Response below.  If you 
have any quesƟons feel free to contact Caroline Raynes at the 
Senior Campus or KrisƟne Simpson at the Junior Campus.
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Changes to the Kamar portal
and app

https://jameshargest.school.kiwi/

Kamar Portal
Using the portal enables you to keep up to date with the following 
aspects of your child’s educaƟon: 

• School reports 

• Absences and Ɵmetables 

• School daily noƟces  
• Academic results including NCEA 

    results 

• Contact details 

• Account informaƟon 

The portal can be accessed  by both   
apple and android devices, or a direct  
web address: hƩps://jameshargest.
school.kiwi/

InstrucƟons for logging in have been sent via email.

Once you are logged in: 
On an Android device click on the three bars in the top right 
and choose “Add to Home Screen”

On a Apple device, click on              and “Add to Home Screen”. 

Parent Teacher 

Interviews

The Year 9 interviews            
are held on: 

THURSDAY 12th MARCH, 
4:00pm to 6:30pm.

To book your Year 9 parent teacher interview, 

log on to 

schoolinterviews.co.nz 

using the code

	 vsbtk
BOOKINGS OPEN: Friday 27th February

The Year 10 - 13 interviews          
are held on: 

THURSDAY 19th MARCH, 
3:00pm to 7:30pm.

To book your Year 10 - 13 parent teacher 

interview, log on to 

schoolinterviews.co.nz 

using the code

	 avgpk
BOOKINGS OPEN: Friday 6th MARCH

 If your child is going to be absent or has an appointment during 
the day the easiest way is to contact the school is by using ‘School 
Apps’ which can be downloaded and making James Hargest 
College your preferred school:

In the highlighted area if your child has an appointment you 
can explain what type of appointment and what Ɵme you will 
be collecƟng them from school. Please double check their Year 
level.  
If you need to speak to our aƩendance oĸcer you can ring the 
main oĸce and press 2.
If you need to contact your child during the day we strongly 
recommend using their school email address.  It is your child’s 
school number followed by @jhc.school.nz

Attendance

https://jameshargest.school.kiwi/
https://jameshargest.school.kiwi/
http://schoolinterviews.co.nz
http://schoolinterviews.co.nz
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Year 13 Orientation Afternoon at Ascot Park 

Our Year 13 students connected over an aŌernoon of acƟviƟes designed to encourage their leadership and involvement.

Curriculum Corner

Year 9:
We are excited to have our new Year 9 
curriculum up and running.  Students have 
impressed with their organisaƟon, enthusi-
asm and energy.  Being able to choose their 
classes has deĮnitely helped with agency 
and engagement to start the year.  We are 
looking forward to seeing this passion grow 
as students explore all eight learning areas 
of the New Zealand curriculum, as well as 
a bonus semester and a kōwhiri, interest 
and choice opƟon.  Details of our Year 9 
Curriculum can be found at hƩps://www.
jameshargest.school.nz/wp-content/up-
loads/2025/08/Year-9-Course-Guide.pdf

Year 10:
Students are encouraged to conƟnue 
exploring the curriculum with compulsory 
English, Maths, Science, Social Science, 
Health and PE and two subjects of their 
choice from the Arts, Technology or 
Languages curriculum areas.  Students 
are encouraged to grow their self manage-
ment, creaƟvity and understanding of all 
learning areas with opportuniƟes to extend 
themselves through internal and external 
academic compeƟƟons.  

Year 11
Students work towards their Brigadier’s 
Diploma.  This is an holisƟc award, look-
ing at Hargest Way Grades, aƩendance, 
late to class staƟsƟcs as well as academic 
achievements across all six subjects.  The 
highest award presented is our Tōtara 
Pounamu which represents outstanding 
achievements in all areas.  

Year 12 and 13
Year 12 and 13 oīer NCEA Levels 2 and 3, 
which are robust qualiĮcaƟons that pro-
vide numerous opportuniƟes for depth in 
academic studies.

Years 12–13 courses are designed to ex-
plore – in-depth – the knowledge base of 
the given subjects and assess a variety of 
skills through the NCEA framework. Most 
courses are Achievement Standards-
based, meaning students have opportuni-
Ɵes for course and overall endorsements 
at Achieved, Merit, or Excellence level.

NCEA courses prepare students for study 
at New Zealand or overseas universiƟes.
NCEA is assessed both internally and 
externally (in-class assignments or tests 
and naƟonal examinaƟons). This beneĮts 
students’ self-management skills and 
experience in examinaƟon seƫngs, beƩer 
preparing them for study beyond second-
ary school.

We recognise that preparing our students 
for “their world” means we have stu-
dents on many diīerent pathways, not 
just university-bound. Our NCEA courses, 
which cater to a variety of needs and in-
terests, provide students with opportuni-
Ɵes to achieve qualiĮcaƟons in a learning 
environment that supports their future 
direcƟons. NCEA Level 2 is a gateway 
qualiĮcaƟon for most non-degree path-
ways so students have ample opportuni-
Ɵes to ensure all opƟons remain open.

If you want to Įnd out more about NCEA 
you can Įnd up to date informaƟon at: 
hƩps://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-
ncea/

https://www.jameshargest.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Year-9-Course-Guide.pdf 
https://www.jameshargest.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Year-9-Course-Guide.pdf 
https://www.jameshargest.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Year-9-Course-Guide.pdf 
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-ncea/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about-ncea/
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This Diploma provides the 
framework against which 
students are now assessed 
in Year 11.  It maintains and 
protects academic rigour, 
while incorporaƟng wider 
holisƟc educaƟonal goals. 
Year 11 is an important year 
where students are gaining 
the skills and knowledge to 
achieve to the best of their 
ability in NCEA Level Two the 
following year. 

Course of Study 

Students will undertake 
three compulsory courses in 

English, Maths and Science.  
Students also select three 
addiƟonal specialist subjects 
from our wide range of 
opƟons.

Diploma Structure 

Each Subject counts towards 
the total academic score.  
The total maximum score 
per course is 100.  The six 
scores are added to create 
a score out of 600.  They 
are converted to a Diploma 
Level.  The Diploma may 
also be endorsed with 
important aspects such as 

Sports, Cultural or Āwhina 
contribuƟon. 

Assessment towards the 
Diploma:   
This can consist of projects, 
presentaƟons, tests, 
homework, examinaƟons, 
checkpoints and planning 
materials.  These will be 
dependent on the course. 
Assessments contribute to 
a total score for the course. 

AƩendance and Hargest 
Way grades also form part of 
the data used to determine 
which level of the Diploma 
has been aƩained.

Brigadier’s Diploma

Academic   

Results 

Diploma Level AƩendance 

 requirement
Hargest Way 

Grades
Beginning 

Te Kākano Tōtara

ProĮcient 
 Te MātāƟpu Tōtara

Advanced 

Te Kōhure Tōtara

Less than 5% unjusƟĮed 
absences

Average Hargest Way 
Grades above 4

Outstanding  
Te Māhuri Tōtara

Less than 3% unjusƟĮed 
absences

Average Hargest Way 
Grades above 4.5

Tōtara Pounamu

No unjusƟĮed absence. Average Hargest Way 
Grades of 5

 Kākano 

  Mātātipu 

0.0
0.2
0.4
0.6
0.8
1.0

ipu Kōhure

 Māhuri 

0.00.20.40.60.81.0

Tōtara 
Pounamu
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Guide to reporting 2026
Senior Campus

Our reporƟng is conƟnually 
developing in response 
to best pracƟce in both 
assessment and feedback 
based on educaƟonal 
research. As you conƟnue 
your journey as a parent 
at James Hargest College, 
we trust that our reporƟng 
provides you with great 
starƟng points for meaningful 
learning discussions with your 
rangatahi. 

We have three key report 
types at James Hargest 
College in 2026. These are 
all distributed via the Kamar 
Portal. 

1. ReporƟng on the 
Hargest Way
Hargest Way reports are 
released three Ɵmes per 
term. These are designed 
to give whānau, students, 
and the pastoral team an 
indicaƟon of how a student is 
tracking across their subjects 
by looking at the trends in 
the report. They are useful 
in highlighƟng any changes 
in work paƩerns as a prompt 
for further discussions. They 
should not be treated as 
a deĮniƟve comment on a 
student’s success, but rather 
an indicator as to whether 
a student is on track or not. 
There are two categories 
in the report: Eīort and 
Respect. 

2:  Live Reports 
Comments on your child’s 
work and achievement 
is provided ‘in real Ɵme’ 
through the Kamar Portal. 
Live Reports are linked 
to either progression 

checkpoints or signiĮcant 
pieces of work. They may 
or may not have a grade 
published, depending on 
the context of the teacher’s 
comment. Teachers are asked 
to write a brief comment 
that provides feedback to 
the students and advice 
on next steps. You, as the 
parent, are ‘looking in’ on 

the conversaƟon between 
the teacher and the student. 
By publishing these through 
Kamar – as and when the 
teacher has feedback to 
oīer – students and parents 
are able to have up-to-date 

informaƟon on a student’s 
learning progress, rather than 

wait unƟl halfway through a 
year to receive informaƟon in a 
more tradiƟonal school report 
format.
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Curriculum 
Evaluation 
Update

The Curriculum CommiƩee 
are conƟnuing to have 
a look at what we oīer 
in our kura, parƟcularly 
across Years 9 - 11.  We 
are exploring other ways 

3:  Achievement 

ReporƟng - end 
of Term Two and 

Four
Twice yearly you will 
receive an achievement 
report which shows 
grades earned in all 
subjects as well as 
aƩendance data.  These 
reports will include a 
student reŇecƟon and 
goal seƫng comment.  
Students will be asked 
to look at what they 
have achieved over the 
previous two terms and 
look forward to what 
they want to focus 
on next.  These are 
designed to give you an 
achievement summary 
and another opportunity 
for a learning discussion 
with your young person.  
There will also be a 
comment from your 

child’s Homeroom or 
Form Teacher about 
their progress to date.  

Your voice is 
important to us
With any key decision 
in our kura, we value 
your input. Please send 
thoughts on reporƟng to 
reporƟng@jhc.school.nz 

we can oīer the curriculum 
to ensure we oīer fantasƟc 
coverage, challenge, agency 
and relevance. Thank you 
very much to those of you 
who competed our survey 
about what subjects you 
would like to see at JHC. 
Your voice is absolutely 
essenƟal as we evaluate 
what we do and look to 
make improvements. We are 
working on staī consultaƟon 

at the moment and we 
will come back to you to 
ask your thoughts again as 

we progress through the 
cycle of evaluaƟon. In the 
meanƟme, if you have any 
thoughts about how the NZ 
Curriculum is being oīered 
to your rangatahi, please 

do not hesitate to contact 
curriculum@jhc.school.nz

mailto:reporting%40jhc.school.nz%20?subject=
mailto:curriculum%40jhc.school.nz?subject=
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School Contacts - Senior Campus

Should you have a concern or a query, your Įrst point of contact is generally your child’s Form Teacher. However, someƟmes you may 
feel it may be more appropriate to speak with a Dean (Phone 2176129) or a Year 7 or 8 Leader (Phone 2179250).

If it is a maƩer that you feel more comfortable speaking with a Guidance Counsellor about, you may contact either Mrs Fox, 
Mrs Harris, Mrs Weastell, Mr McNaught, or Ms Lindsay.

Tips from the Counsellors 

As a school we have a very strong focus on the emoƟonal health and wellbeing of young people. We are delighted to have the privilege 
of the company of your young people and we do our very best to ensure that we take good care of them and that they have a really 

good Ɵme at James Hargest College. We can do that best if we work with YOU who know them so well and who will oŌen be the Įrst 
people to know if something is not right in their life. (Research tells us that about 50% of students will tell a counsellor or teacher if 
something is wrong, 60% will tell a friend and 80% will tell a parent.) Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can help in any way.

HAMILTON

WATSON

Head Of House -  Mr C Bolton (centre)
Senior Dean - Ms L Buchanan (leŌ)
Junior Dean - Mrs B Tane (right)

Head Of House -  Miss K McDonald (centre)
Senior Dean - Dr S Wilkinson (right)
Junior Dean - Mrs V Baird (leŌ)

Head Of House -  Ms K Taylor (centre)
Senior Dean - Ms S Whatley  (right)
Junior Dean - Mrs K Holmes (leŌ)

Head Of House -  Mrs C PaƩerson (right)
Senior Dean - Mrs D Morrison (leŌ)
Junior Dean - Mr D Carstensen (centre)

Mr McNaught
Guidance Counsellor

Mrs Harris
Guidance Counsellor

Mrs Shaw
SENCO

Ms Weastell
Guidance Counsellor

Mrs Fox
HOD Guidance

Ms Lindsay
Guidance Counsellor

THOMSON

MENZIES
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Rongohia te Hau 
Action Plan 2026

Cambridge Class

Thank you so much to those of you who 
took the Ɵme to complete our Rongohia 
te Hau surveys and feedback on what 
is great, and what you would like to see 
improved in our kura.  We read through 
these submissions carefully and took Ɵme 
to kōrero around themes and aspects we 
could work on.  From these surveys, along 
with our classroom visits and student voice, 
we have created our Rongohia te Hau AcƟon 
Plan for 2026 and 2027.  There are key 
acƟon points in our plan.  These include: 
whānau hui where we ask whānau key pāta 
such as:

What informaƟon do whānau want to hear 
from us?

How would they like to receive this 
informaƟon?

What are your aspiraƟons for the educaƟon 
of your tamariki?

How can we work with you to help them 
achieve their dreams?

Student voice is also a key aspect of our 
acƟon plan.  Asking students how we 
can improve the learning experience 
for them, and what we can do beƩer to 
ensure they are thriving in our classrooms.  
Other aspects such as upskilling in te reo 
and Ɵkanga across the kura conƟnue to 
be strategic goals that we want to build 
on year in year out.  If you have any 
comments you wish to have us consider 
with regards to Rongohia te Hau and our 
acƟon plan, you are always welcome to 
make a Ɵme to kōrero or send an email to 
amcdowall@jameshargest.school.nz

Our two Cambridge classes have made a great start to the year.  
Our Year 11 class, now in their second year of the programme are 
working towards their IGCSE examinaƟons in October. They are 
are starƟng with trigonometry in Maths, stoichiometry in Science, 
persuasive speeches in English and a research on the jusƟĮcaƟon of 
nuclear weapons in Global PerspecƟves.  
Our Year 10 class have just started geƫng their heads around how 
the programme operates and making sense of their note and Įling 
systems in each subject. They are starƟng the year with poetry in 
English, plant and animal cells in Science, describing themselves as 
a landmark in Global PerspecƟves and algebra in Maths. 
We look forward to seeing this programme conƟnue to grow.  If 
you have any queries re Cambrdige pathway, please contact 
curriculum@jhc.school.nz

Curriculum 
Change
You will have read that changes are happening 
to the New Zealand Curriculum.  These 
changes have been made in both English 
and MathemaƟcs, and our reporƟng in these 
subjects will be changing to align with the 
new phases of the curriculum.  We will send 
further informaƟon home about the change 
from levels to phases, and what it may mean 
for students before our mid year reports are 
sent home.  The other curriculum areas are 
coming out in draŌ form and a consultaƟon 
process is underway before these changes 
are mandated.  If you are keen to see what is 
proposed - you can check it out here: hƩps://
newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.educaƟon.
govt.nz/

As always, we love geƫng feedback on our 
curriculum and we are interested in your views 
on how the curriculum is delivered at James 
Hargest College.

Send any feedback to curriculum@jhc.school.
nz

mailto:amcdowall%40jameshargest.school.nz?subject=
mailto:curriculum%40jhc.school.nz?subject=
 https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/
 https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/
 https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/
mailto:curriculum%40jhc.school.nz?subject=
mailto:curriculum%40jhc.school.nz?subject=
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Year 9 Parent 
Information 
Evening 

Wednesday 
18 February 

7:00pm in the  
Senior Campus Hall

We are thrilled to welcome whānau for 
a Year 9 Parent informaƟon hui. This is 
a wonderful opportunity for whānau to 
meet their child’s form teacher in person 
and have quesƟons answered with 
respect to life at the Senior Campus.  All 
whānau of Year 9 students are warmly 
invited to come along.  This relaxed 
evening will include:  

Set your goals high!
Hargest Academic Blues  
2025  (Awarded in 2026)

Academic Excellence
For Academic Excellence the Hargest system of awards is based on the NZQA 
system of endorsing cerƟĮcates with Excellence, except that Excellence credits 
must be earned in one calendar year (ie 2024). To gain a general Excellence a 
student must gain at least 50 Excellence Credits at that or a higher level.

Subject/Course Excellence
To gain Subject/Course Excellence a student must gain 14 or more credits at 
Excellence in a subject in one calendar year. Of these, at least 3 credits must 
be from externally assessed standards and at least 3 credits 
from internally assessed standards in that subject.

100 Club

Students who get 100 Excellence credits are invited to join 

our elite 100 Club.

7:00pm
Whānau meet in the hall where the 
Senior Leadership Team will speak about 
life at the Senior Campus and introduce 
staī you might want to connect with.   

7.15pm
Whānau then go to their child’s form 
room to meet their Form 

Teacher. The Form Teachers will talk 

about their role as a form teacher, 
expectaƟons around aƩendance, and 
answer quesƟons about the school day.  
There will be an informaƟon booklet 
given with key details, this will also be 
emailed to all Year 9 whānau. 

Following your Ɵme with Form Teachers, 
you are invited back to the staīroom for 
a cup of tea.  There will be staī on hand 
to answer any queries you may have 
about how the Senior Campus works.  
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House Captains 2026

WATSONMENZIES

THOMSONHAMILTON

From leŌ: Liam Sheehan, Kyra Savory, Megan 
Phillipson, Janet Wei, Head of House Mr C Bolton

From leŌ: Brady Davis, Emma Winder, Samuel Dawson, 
Madeline Black,  Head of House Ms K Tayor

From leŌ: Nic Cowie, Emma Steele, Isabella Collins, 
Darren Chen, Head of House Mrs C PaƩerson

From leŌ: Tilly McDonald, Aneeka Fosbender, Trent 
Moss, Head of House Miss K McDonald
(absent Samson Parkinson)

BYOD Devices
Senior Campus

All students are expected to have a device 
to use in all of their classes. 

If a student needs to borrow a device for 
the day, they can issue a Chromebook from 
the library before school.
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Ka Hikitia
“The Step Up” - A well established tradition at Hargest

On Monday 2 Febuary 2026 all students who graduated from 

the Junior Campus in 2025 gathered together to make the 

“step up” (Ka HikiƟa) to the Senior Campus. This is a school 
tradiƟon which began in 2008 and marks the next step in 
our James Hargest College students’ educaƟon. Due to the 
inclement weather, students from the Junior Campus were 
taken by bus and met up with the new to Hargest students at 

the main gates of the Senior Campus. Two groups merged into 
one and were welcomed into our kura with a mihi whakatau.
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On Monday 2 February we welcomed our new Year 7 and 8 students to the Junior Campus with a mihi whakatau. Students and parents 

were warmly welcomed to our Hēmi Hākena whānau and encouraged to make the most of opportuniƟes and to show courage in 
stepping up to College life. We enjoyed sharing kai aŌerwards and making new connecƟons with each other. This foundaƟon is where 
our relaƟonships grow from and already we are seeing new friendships Ňourish.  

Year 7 Mihi Whakatau
We welcome our new students to James Hargest College
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The Hargest Memorial Scholarship          

for consistent contribuƟon to the 
SporƟng, Cultural and Academic life of 
the school during their Ɵme at James 
Hargest College 
Samuel Elder 

Senior Prize Giving 
For achievements in 
2025 - Year 11 to 13

The James Hargest College Dux 2025 

DisƟncƟon and 1st Level 3 Biology and the Biology Prize
DisƟncƟon and 1st Level 3 MathemaƟcs with Calculus and the Rive Prize
DisƟncƟon and 1st Level 3 Physics and the NZ Aluminium Smelter’s Prize
DisƟncƟon and 1st= Level 3 StaƟsƟcs and the StaƟsƟcs Prize
DisƟncƟon and 3rd Level 3 Chemistry
and Industry 

Proxime Accessit 

DisƟncƟon and 1st= Chemistry
DisƟncƟon and 2nd Physics
DisƟncƟon and 3rd Biology
DisƟncƟon and 3rd MathemaƟcs 
	 with Calculus
DisƟncƟon in StaƟsƟcs
and Industry 
Logan Jordan 

The Brigadier’s Plate          

Donated to memorialise the bravery 
of French resistance workers who 
assisted with the escape of Brigadier 
James Hargest in 1943.  Awarded to 
the student who has demonstrated 
Academic excellence and all round 
contribuƟon
and 
The Cultural Trophy         

to the student who has consistently 
aided cultural acƟviƟes in the school  
Amanda Henderson 

 Natalie Snoek 

Top Scholar Year 12 

DisƟncƟon in Biology
DisƟncƟon in Drama
DisƟncƟon in Economics
DisƟncƟon in English
DisƟncƟon in MathemaƟcs
DisƟncƟon in Media Studies
and Industry

 Desandi Fonseka

The Johnstone Cup          

to the Year 13 boy for all round ability 
and contribuƟon to school life in the 
academic, sporƟng and cultural Įelds 
Caleb Devery 

The Keep Faith Trophy          

in memory of Sara Loo, a Year 13 
student who died in 2010 aŌer a 
courageous baƩle with Meningococcal 
SepƟcemia. Sara was a young woman 
of faith and spirit who was faithful to 
her own values and those of our school.  
She had a spirit of posiƟvity, generosity, 
determinaƟon and humour.  This award 
is presented to the Year 13 student who 
best exempliĮes these aƩributes. 
Hamish McKenzie 

The Edwards Cup          

to the Year 13 girl for all round ability 
and contribuƟon to school life in the 
academic, sporƟng and cultural Įelds  
Lucy Thomas

The Dickson Cup for Service         

to the student who has shown 
concern for their fellow students 
through school based acƟviƟes 
Chloe Savage  

The James Hargest Memorial Shield 

for Inter-House CompeƟƟons 
students parƟcipated in over 12 
acƟviƟes throughout the year which 
included bench ball, house quiz, house 
day, futsal, haka, cross country, maths 
olympiad and of course the house day 
with the chants to start us oī….
Congratulations to the winners 
Hamilton House
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Meadow Bodkin-Allen Trophy for 
Performing Arts 

Emily Blyth  

               

Shakespeare Reading 

and

Drama – The Frances Elizabeth Orbell 

Memorial Drama Trophy. 
Draven Booth  

The Max Bradley Cup for Singing

Merrin McEwen  

The MacDonald Cup for Instrumental 

Music 

Ollie Wilkinson 

The PTA Cup for ContribuƟon to School 
Music 

Hannah Wilson

Meadow Bodkin-Allen Trophy for 
Performing Arts 

Emily Blyth  

The Marjorie Wellington Cup for 

ContribuƟon to Cultural AcƟviƟes 
Madison Neylon   

The Treweek Cup for Outstanding 

Musical Leadership - joint recipients
Jotaro Matsuo 
Lachlan Calvert
   

The Ballantyne Trophy for Outstanding 

PracƟcal Ability in Music  
Cameron Fraser   

AthleƟcs – Senior Girls’ Champion       
Bea Christie  

AthleƟcs – Senior Boys’ Champion       
Finn Meijer 
Floyd Keach-Lowe
 

The Spencer Cup for ContribuƟon to 
Girls’ Basketball       

Libby Crawford

Outstanding Games Player – 

Awarded to the student who 

has gained the highest and most 

outstanding sporƟng achievement 
this year.      

Riley Faulkner

Outstanding Sports ParƟcipaƟon – 
Awarded to the best all-round sports 
person - Awarded to the student who 
has, over the course of their senior 

years parƟcipated in a wide range of 
sporƟng acƟviƟes for the school, at 
the highest level.     

Katie Oliver

All Round Sportsmanship - Awarded 
to the student who consistently 

upholds the values of fair play and 

sportsmanship in all of their sporƟng 
commitments. 

Lucas McNaught 

Hockey – The Bruce Stewart Cup for 

Boys’ Hockey     

Caleb Devery 

Hockey – The Rosemary Olds Cup for 

Girls’ Hockey - joint recipients  
Addison Robertson and
Tylah Templer 

PanagioƟdis Trophy for the most 
skillful player 

and

The William Marshall Trophy for the 

most skillful boy

Darren Chen 

Sport 

Performing Arts
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Academic and Cultural 

Kapa Haka — Te Kaitautoko Tou 
— awarded for commitment and 
contribuƟon to the Maori Culture 
Group 
 Trinity Duncan 

Drama — The Newell Trophy for 
ContribuƟon to Junior Drama 
 Abigail Bottger 

Inter-house CompeƟƟon — Winner of 
the JHC Memorial Shield - Thompson - 
House representaƟve 
 Andrew Tytler 

Junior Prize Giving 
For achievements in 
2025 - Year 9 and 10

Top Scholar of Year 9 and the Jonathan Tucker Cup

From a contribuƟon of aggregate marks in the core subjects, 
examinaƟons, eīort and aƫtude 
 Aanya Shankar 

 Anna Tran 

The Major-General HackeƩ Cup for 
CiƟzenship            
Presented to a Year 9 or 10 student who 
has proved herself a good ciƟzen by 
showing qualiƟes of leadership 
William McCann 

Top Scholar of Year 10 and the PTA Trophy

From a contribuƟon of aggregate marks in the core 
subjects, examinaƟons, eīort and aƫtude 
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English — Shakespeare Reading — 
McIndoe Cup 
 Riley Jackson 

Languages — The Samuel Vallis 
Memorial Cup for Japanese:
joint recipients
 Seungwoo Pyo 
 James Gibson 

Languages — The Pannell Junior French 
Award 

 Emily Kane 

Languages — Southland Japanese 
Speech CompeƟƟon 1st in Year 10:
Seungwoo Pyo 

MathemaƟcs — Southland Maths 
AssociaƟon CompeƟƟon 
Winner of year 9 JHC team 1, team 
representaƟve:
 Ava Gerrard  

Winner of year 10 JHC team 1, team 
representaƟve:
 Misha Zernov

Music — The Award for the Best Junior 
Vocalist 
 Abigail Bottger 

Music — The Donald Brown Prize for 
Excellence in Music 
 Penelope Truman  

Music — The Gallagher Cup for Most 
Improved Instrumentalist 
 Dane clifford

Music — CroŌ Cup for ContribuƟon to 
Music in Junior School 
 Ben McKenzie

Music — The Trophy for Outstanding 
PracƟcal Ability 
 Riley Butler

Student Support Centre - The ILT Cup for 
the Most Improved Junior Student 
 Brooklyn Yates

Sport 

AthleƟcs — Junior Girls’ Champion — 
U14 
 Ashlee Clay

AthleƟcs — Junior Girls’ Champion — 
U15 
 Alison Tweedie

AthleƟcs — Junior Boys’ Champion — 
U14 
 Lucas Pemberton 

AthleƟcs — Junior Boys’ Champion — 
U15 
  Aaron Russell 

AthleƟcs — South Island Secondary 
Schools 

2nd U14 Girls High Jump
3rd in Long Jump
 Ashlee Clay 

Bowls — 3rd Champions playoī - mixed 
pairs at the New Zealand Championship
 Zoe Beck

Cricket — The Most Improved Player 
 Xavier Brown 

Cross Country — Junior Girls 
Marina Sales

Cross Country — Junior Boys 
 Lucas Pemberton  

Cycling — Outstanding Junior Cyclist
 Zach Hibbs 

Disc Golf — New Zealand RepresentaƟve 
and Junior World Champion
 Alison Tweedie 

Duathlon - New Zealand Championships 
- 1st U16 James Hargest College - team 
representaƟve 
 Zach Hibbs 

Football – The Harrison Trophy for the 
most improved girl Football player 
 India Laurenson 

Football — The Boys’ Trophy for the 
Most Improved Player 
 Samuel Ramsay 
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Netball — The Buxton Cup for the 
most successful Netball Team in the 
Saturday CompeƟƟon 9A - Team 
representaƟve 
 Millie Townson 

Rugby — Damian Harper Cup for The 
most promising Junior Boy at James 
Hargest 
 Will Godsall-Folster 

Rugby - Bragg Building and Design 
Cup for the most promising Junior 
Girl 
 Evie Charlton 

Rugby - Junior Rugby Cup 
 Mason Hunt 

‘

Lawn Bowls:
	  Zoe Beck 
Golf:
	  Charlotte Robinson 

All Round SporƟng Excellence 
 Lucy Raines 

Outstanding SporƟng Achievement - 
the Rutherford Cup 
 Alison Tweedie 

SoŌball - New Zealand Developing Sox 
team member 

 Alison Tweedie 

Swimming James Hargest College School 
Champion 
 Alexandria Curtis 
 Maddox Forrester 

Swimming- New Zealand representaƟve 
 Londyn Dillinger 

Volleyball - Outstanding Performance 
 Andrew Tytler 

Volleyball — For Greatest ContribuƟon 
at Junior Level 
 Andrew Tytler 

Southland Secondary School Sports Top 
Performers 

Swimming:
	  Londyn Dillinger 

Disc Golf:
	  Alison Tweedie 

SoŌball:
	  Alison Tweedie 

Term 1:
Wednesday 1 April: Last day of Term

Term 2:
Monday 20 April: Start of Term 2

Monday 27 April: Anzac Day – school closed

Monday 1 June: King’s Birthday – school closed

Friday 3 July: Last day of Term 2

Term 3:
Monday 20 July: Start of Term 3

Friday 25 September: Last day of Term 3

Term 4:

Term Dates for 
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These are issued once a term by email,  
around the 20th of each month.
We welcome Internet Banking payments -
please use your student’s name and  
5 digit ID number as a reference
Account Number:
02 0924 0408612 02

STUDENT ACCOUNTS

Many families find it easier to make regular payments of $20 
per fortnight or $10 per week for each child.

We also accept payments by cash, eftpos or credit card at 
both campuses at any time.
You can also check your child’s account at any time by 
logging into: 
https://jameshargest.school.kiwi/

Junior Campus 
Prizegiving 
For achievements in 
2025 - Year 7 and 8

Dux Award
 Chris More

Sporting Excellence 

Best All Round Student  

ContribuƟon To Sports
 Keira Alford

Best All Round Sportsperson - Girl
 Maakate Corcoran

Best All Round Sportsperson - Boy
 Rupert Vincent

Academic Excellence 

Year 7 Girl:
	 Meththani Kurukulaarachchi 
Year 7 Boy:
	 Sam Lyness 
Year 8 Girl:
	 Ellim Kim 
Year 8 Boy:
	 Chris More

Outstanding Hargest 
Way 

DemonstraƟng Outstanding Eīort & 
Respect
 Jacob Annan

Overall Outstanding Eīort & Respect in 
Specialist  Subjects
 William Wishart

Citizenship Award

Year 7 Citizenship:
	 Lucy Lock
Year 7 Citizenship:
	 Finn Dallow 
Year 8 Citizenship:
	 Naomi Smith 
Year 8 Citizenship:
	 Michael Prasad

School Service Awards

Year 7 Outstanding Commitment to 
School Service

 Finn Dallow
Cooper Ward

Year 8 Outstanding Commitment to 
School Service

 Declan Lawton-Dutt

Eco Captain

In a fun celebraƟon of success 
in his Year 13 Economics class, 
Mr Redmond presents Emma 
Steele with the Eco Cap for 
her excellent results in NCEA 
Level 2 Economics. Emma will 
remain “Economics Captain” 
unƟl another class member 
does something that is 
worthy. Mr Redmond expects 
the captaincy to change 

hands (or heads) frequently.

https://jameshargest.school.kiwi/
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Starting at a new school 

Whether it is starƟng school for the Įrst Ɵme, moving up to a higher 
grade or embarking on a journey through secondary school, there 
is no doubt that any school transiƟon is a very exciƟng Ɵme for chil-
dren and parents. It means your children are growing up!

However, transiƟoning is an ongoing process. It can conƟnue long 
aŌer students have entered their new environment and may en-
counter diĸculƟes at a number of diīerent stages. These stressors 
may appear as anxiety and frustraƟon and result in negaƟve or 
disrupƟve behaviours. Such behaviours can become problemaƟc 
making the transiƟoning process even more diĸcult for children and 
parents.

In this ediƟon of SchoolTV, parents will learn pracƟcal strategies to 
assist your child during the transiƟon process and reduce stress and 
anxiety levels.

We hope you take Ɵme to reŇect on the informaƟon oīered in this 
ediƟon of SchoolTV and we always welcome your feedback. If you 
have any concerns about your child, please contact the school coun-
sellor for further informaƟon or seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to the School TransiƟons ediƟon of SchoolTV
hƩps://jameshargest.nz.schooltv.me/newsleƩer/school-transi-
Ɵons

Senior Campus Canteen

Say hello to tuckr your new school 
canteen provider!
tuckr is a New Zealand–owned school food provider fo-
cused on preparing fresh, nutriƟous meals that kids enjoy. 
All food is made onsite by trained staī, with opƟons
designed to be healthy, aīordable, and simple for families.
 

tuckr works with schools across the country to provide a 
reliable tuckshop service with consistent quality, variety, 
and plenty of choice for students.

Save Ɵme, order online!
Families can place Morning Tea and Lunch pre-orders 
through tuckr.nz/order-now which uƟlises the MyKindo 
plaƞorm.

Pre-ordering guarantees your child gets exactly what they 
want. You’re also able to order well in advance, and save 
favourites against your proĮle, making ordering meals 
incredibly easy.

For more informaƟon on tuckr visit
hƩps://tuckr.nz

https://jameshargest.nz.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-transitions
https://jameshargest.nz.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-transitions
http://tuckr.nz/order-now
https://tuckr.nz
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Connect with us on 

Facebook for important 

info and updates

Search and follow our facebook pages to keep in the 
loop:

•	 James Hargest College - general news

•	 James Hargest College Sports - 
updates, scores and content

•	 Arts at James Hargest College - 
performing and visual arts

•	 James Hargest College Careers- terƟary 
educaƟon and recruitment informaƟon

Has your young person received addiƟonal support in 
their assessments and exams? Or, are you interested 
in Įnding out if your child would meet the criteria for 
Special Assessment CondiƟons? Come along to our 
SAC hui where we will answer any quesƟons you may 
have. 

Date: Tuesday March 10th

Where: Senior Campus Staffroom

Time: 5:30 - 6pm

NZQA and Special 
Assessment Conditions 

(SAC) 
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Studio Two is oĸcially up and running!  It is currently being used 
by the new subjects being oīered at JHC this year, Dance and Te 
Ao Haka.  We are very grateful to the Board of Trustees for their 
support to get this facility up and running and already it is being 
well uƟlised and students are having a great Ɵme creaƟng in the 
space.  

Lights - Camera - ACTION!
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Year 9’s First Day HAMILTON

MENZIES

THOMSON

WATSON
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‘

Community Korero
Become an Oranga Tamariki Foster Caregiver in Southland  

Help make a Difference in a Child’s Life! 

Are you ready to provide a safe, loving, and supportive home for a child in need? Oranga 

Tamariki is looking for caring individuals and families who can help children in care to 

grow, heal, and thrive. 

We are currently seeking caregivers who can offer: 

• A safe and nurturing environment 

• Emotional and physical support to children in need 

• A commitment to helping a child reach their full potential 

As an Oranga Tamariki caregiver, you’ll receive training, 24/7 support, and a financial 

allowance to assist with the care of the child. You’ll also join a network of 

compassionate individuals dedicated to making a lasting, positive impact in the lives of 

children. 

Who can become a caregiver?  

• People with a genuine desire to care for children 

• Families, singles, and couples 

• People with different life experiences, backgrounds, and 

cultural connections 

Every child deserves the chance to grow up in a loving, stable home. 

Could that home be with you? 

Contact us today to learn more about joining the Southland caregiving whānau. 
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Phone Free JHC 
The use of mobile devices (including smart 
watches and ear pods) during school hours is not 
permiƩed at JHC.  This includes between classes, 
intervals and lunchƟme.  At the Junior Campus, 
devices must be switched oī and handed to your 
classroom teacher. At the Senior Campus phones 
(and/or smart watches)  must be leŌ at home or 
switched oī and in the student’s bag. Head phones 
may be required for teaching and learning, in the 
classroom, connected to a computer.  They may not 
be connected to a phone or used at break Ɵmes. 
Mobile devices must not be visible, in pockets or on 
their person and cannot be used.  

If students are found to be using their phone during 
school hours, the phone will be conĮscated by staī 
for the remainder of the day.  It will need to be 
collected from the Main Oĸce (Junior Campus) or 
Student AdministraƟon (Senior Campus).

DeĮance or repeated oīences will result in 
addiƟonal consequences in line with our JHC 
pastoral process.  Whānau will be contacted and 
asked to come in to help to resolve any ongoing 
issues.   

Here is some interesƟng reading around 
smartphones if you are keen to learn about they 
are having on young people.

ScreenƟme - the eīects on children’s emoƟonal 
and social cogniƟve development by Auckland 
University
Smartphone distracƟon in the secondary classroom 
by Victoria University download available here 
Are Smartphones making us dumb? Dr Mark 
Williams

Smart phones are making us stupid from an 
Australian University here

Some FAQ’s

What if my child needs their phone for medical 
reasons?  
ExempƟons for medical reasons involving tracking 

with mobile phones can be applied for to the 
Associate Principal of either Campus.  Where a 
student has been granted an exempƟon, they must 
use their mobile phone for the purpose for which 
the exempƟon was granted and in a safe, ethical 
and responsible manner.  

How will students access their Ɵmetables?
Students will be given a hard copy of their 
Ɵmetable.  They will be encouraged to look aŌer it 
and glue it into a book that stays in their bag.

How will students tell the Ɵme?
All classrooms will have a clock.  It would be great if 
whānau could teach those who have not yet learnt 
to read a clock. 

Will students be allowed to use Apple Pay at the 
canteen?
Students will need to bring their eŌpos card or cash 
to use the canteen.  They will not be able to use 
Apple Pay.

What if parents want to contact their child?
If parents need to contact their child during the 
school day, they can contact the main oĸce to 
have a message delivered to the student in class.  
AlternaƟvely, whānau can send an email which can 
be accessed on a student’s laptop.  For students 
who need to contact their whānau during the day, 
they can use the phone at the front oĸce.  

What if teachers need to use phones for a task in 
class?

In speciĮc situaƟons, staī may permit the use of 
mobile phones.  Examples may include:  
SpeciĮc learning acƟviƟes in the classroom, some 
excursions and camps.
In all of these excepƟons, the excepƟon must be 
approved by SLT and whānau will be informed of 
the class, task and Ɵme period where phones will 
be required.  

https://informedfutures.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Screen-time-The-effects-on-childrens-emotional-social-cognitive-development.pdf
https://informedfutures.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Screen-time-The-effects-on-childrens-emotional-social-cognitive-development.pdf
https://informedfutures.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Screen-time-The-effects-on-childrens-emotional-social-cognitive-development.pdf
https://openaccess.wgtn.ac.nz/articles/thesis/Smartphone_Distraction_in_the_Secondary_Classroom/20781229
https://lighthouse.mq.edu.au/article/august-2019/smartphones-are-making-us-stupid-and-may-be-a-gateway-drug
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‘

Water Polo

CongratulaƟons to our Senior Boys team and Senior Girls team in 
taking out the Southland Water Polo Secondary School A Grade 
and B Grade respecƟvely.

The boys’ Įnal was such a close game and came down to the last 
minute - very intense! Score : 6-5

The girls won their Įnal 11-4

Well done to all teams playing in this compeƟƟon and to those 
who always give back to the sport, either refereeing and/or 
coaching.

2026 Major Production

Rehearsals are underway for our 2026 Major ProducƟon -  

The Olympians! 
The show features a fabulous cast of 60,  a live band and lots of 
great songs from the 80s and 90s and 2000s. The story centres 
on three goddesses—Artemis, Athena, and Aphrodite—who are 
frustrated with the male-dominated hierarchy of Mount Olympus 
and the lack of rights for women in ancient Greek society. To 
change the narraƟve, they iniƟate a compeƟƟon to idenƟfy 
the greatest tool for female advancement: a top-notch mind 
(Athena), a loving heart (Aphrodite), or a ĮghƟng spirit (Artemis). 
Each goddess selects a mortal girl to champion and sets these 
mortals on treacherous quests to prove their respecƟve strengths.  
Featuring Spartans, Greek scholars, mere mortals, goats and Lotus 
Eaters, it is going to be a great show!

Save the dates:

Monday March 23 through to 

Thursday March 26th 

in the James Hargest College School 

Hall.
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Sandy Point Backyard 
Ultra

Netball

From 2–12 January 2026, the Ascot Park Hotel in Invercargill 
hosted the 133rd New Zealand Chess Congress, featuring 
several naƟonal championships: the New Zealand Chess 
Championships, Major Open, Junior & Age Group, Junior 
Under 1000, Rapid, and Lightning Chess Championships.

This year, Įve of our students represented our school across 
diīerent events:
Hasanli Hewa Babaranda – Competed in the Junior and Age 
Group Championship, placing 8th out of 31 with 4.5/7. Hasanli 
also achieved the naƟonal Ɵtle of Joint NZ Schoolgirls / Junior 
Girls Champion.​
​

Ben Gelik – Competed in the New Zealand Major Open, 
placing 18th out of 48 with a score of 5/9.

Sasandu Kiwlegedara – Competed in the Rapid Chess 
Championship, placing 37th out of 70 with a score of 4.5/9.

Misha Zernov – Competed in the Junior and Age Group 
Championship, placing 17th out of 31 with 3.5/7.

Andrei MarƟn Villaneuva – Competed in the Junior and Age 
Group Championship, placing 27th out of 31 with 2/7.

We congratulate all our students for their dedicaƟon, skill, and 
performances at this presƟgious naƟonal event.

The SSS Junior Boys Netball Finals were held in Term Four. 
CongratulaƟons to JHC Black who won Year 9/10 Grade, SecƟon 2 
Final and to JHC Maroon who won the Year 9/10 A Final and the JHC 
Yellow team who won their play oī for 3rd/4th by default but had a 
great game against their parents to Įnish the season!
Well done Boys!

Chess

James Hargest students were among the entrants in the Sandy Point 
Backyard Ultra. This was a long distance trail run where athletes 
complete a 6.7km circuit every hour unƟl only one person is leŌ at 
the end. 

Sam Jack completed approximately 80.4km.

Impressive eīort, Sam! 
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Athletics 
CongratulaƟons to our 6 athletes who competed at the NZ Secondary Schools AthleƟcs 
Championships. The standard of performances at this event is excepƟonally high as this is the 
elite compeƟƟon at secondary school level in the country and to add the the challenge the 
temperature was above 30 degrees all weekend.

Special congratulaƟons to Hector O’Rourke who won the bronze medal with his 3rd placing in 
the Senior Boys Discus, as well as gaining a 12th placing in the Shot Put; and to JonƟ Dillinger 
who gained 2 silver medals with his second placings in both the Junior Boys Para 200m and 
Long Jump, aswell as a third placing and a bronze medal in the Shot Put. To medal at this elite 
level is awesome so well done to both of you!

Our other athletes also performed excepƟonally well. CongratulaƟons Will Brown who, as a 
Įrst year in the Senior Grade Įnished 9th in Long Jump and 18th in High Jump. Cora O’Rourke 
Įnished 10th in the Senior Girls Triple Jump and 15th in the 100m Hurdles. Bea ChrisƟe made 
the top 8 in the Senior Girls Hammer throw and Įnished 7th overall. Ashlee Clay in her Įrst 
Ɵme at this meet gained a creditable 12th placing in the Junior Girls High Jump and 14th in the 
Long Jump.

Great Work Team!
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Cricket

The boys were amazing all week at the 
Southland Secondary School CompeƟƟon held 
in Oamaru in November. and had such a blast 
playing good cricket on grass wickets.
Special thanks to Kelly G-F for her amazing 
management, always managing to get the 
boys whites sparkling for each day of play and 
sorƟng Hay fever regularly (a real challenge in 
the 29 degree heat!)
Also a big thanks to St Kevin’s for hosƟng us for 
the Įrst Ɵme. It was a fantasƟc tournament, 
with great pitches, great accommodaƟon and 
great food! Looking forward to next year.
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Senior 
Campus Bell 
Times

Monday, Wednesday
& Thursday

Period 1	 9.00 - 10.00        
Period 2	 10.00 - 11.00    
Interval	 11.00 - 11.30    
Period 3	 11.30 - 12.30    
Period 4	 12.30 - 1.30      
Lunch	 1.30 - 2.10        
SSR	 2.10 - 2.25
Period 5	 2.25 - 3.20

Friday

Period 1	 9.00 - 9.55    
Period 2	 9.55 -10.50      
Interval	 10.50 - 11.15    
Period 3	 11.15 - 12.10    
Form Time/	 12.10 - 12.35
Assembly

Period 4	 12.35 - 1.30      
Lunch	 1.30 - 2.05        
Period 5	 2.05 - 3.00

Tuesday

Period 1	 9.00 - 9.55      
Period 2	 9.55 - 10.50    
Interval	 10.50 - 11.15    
Period 3	 11.15 - 12.10    
FormTime	 12.10 - 12.35
Period 4	 12.35 - 1.30      
Lunch	 1.30 - 2.10        
SSR	 2.10 - 2.25
Period 5	 2.25 - 3.20

Parking
Junior Campus

Parents - park along 
Queens Drive or Layard 
Street to drop oī and 
pick up children. Do not 
use the staī car park on 
Queens Drive. 

School App
Free download from the respecƟve 

app stores

 

Download School Apps NZ and select 
James Hargest College

Junior Campus
6 Layard Street, Invercargill

Email: juniorcampus@jameshargest.school.nz 

Senior Campus
288 Layard Street, Invercargill

Email: oĸce@jameshargest.school.nz

Website 

www.jameshargest.school.nz

 Phone 

03 217 6129

NCEA Re- 
considerations
Senior Campus

Students are reminded that 
the Įnal date for 2025 NCEA 
External Exam Reviews and 
reconsideraƟons is 18 February.

MINDS IN
MOTION 

Able minds, Rothbury house
36 Kelvin, Level 1

First Thursday of each month

1pm-2.30pm 

Able Minds invite
you to join our group

for parents and
whanau who have a

child in their life with
ADHD or Autism 

We aim to
EMPOWER, EDUCATE

and CONNECT
parents with free
support from Able

Minds

FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT:

zavana@able.org.nz or 021360096

www.able.org.nz
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Coming Events for 2026

Senior Campus

February
Fri	 13		  House Day
Mon	 16		  House Day postponement day
Wed	 18		  Year 12 FNT Trip 
			   Year 9 Parent InformaƟon Hui in the Hall, 7:00pm 

Mon	 23		  AthleƟcs Day 

Tues	 24		  AthleƟcs postponement day
			   PTA meeƟng in the Brig - Senior Campus, 7:30pm
Sat	 28		  Southland Regional DebaƟng CompetaƟon�  

March
Thur	 5		  Level 2 Bio trip 

Fri	 6		  Level 2 Bio trip postponement day 

Tues	 10		  PALs training day
			   SAC Parent Evening in the staīroom, 5.30pm
Thu	 12		  Year 9 Parent Teacher Interviews, 4 - 6.30pm 

Sat	 14		  Southland AthleƟcs
Tue	 17		  Excellence Awards Ceremony, 11:15am
Thu	 19		  Year 10-13 Parent Teacher Interviews, 3 - 7.30om
Mon-Thu	 23-26		 Major ProducƟon
Tues	 31		  Culture Day 

April
Wed 	 1		  Last day of Term 1
Thurs	 2 		  Teacher Only Day - School Closed
			    

					   
Junior Campus

February
Fri	 13		  House Day
Mon	 16		  House Day postponement da
		  Year 7 Camps to Omaui begin
Tues	 24		  PTA meeƟng in the Brig - Senior Campus, 7:30pm
Mon	 23		  AthleƟcs Day 

Tues	 24		  AthleƟcs postponement day
Mon	 23	 Year 8 camps to Deep Cove begin 

March 

Tues	 31		 Culture Day

April
Wed 	 1		  Last day of Term 1
Thurs	 2 		  Teacher Only Day - School Closed



E-mail NewsleƩers
The next newsleƩer will be issued via 

email on Friday 7 March 2025.
Hard copies of the newsleƩer will be 

available from either the Junior or 

Senior Campus oĸce.
You can view the newsleƩer on the Hargest 

web site www.jameshargest.school.nz

InformaƟon 
Updates

If you have any changes to your details 

(e.g. address, phone numbers, medical 
details, emergency contacts, etc), please 

let the school know as soon as possible in 
order to keep our records up-to-date. 

Please email Mrs Moreton (Senior Campus) 
with any changes at

oĸce@jameshargest.school.nz

or phone 2176129

or Mrs Cribb (Junior Campus) at
juniorcampus@jameshargest.school.nz

or phone 2179250

Parent, Caregiver,  
Whānau and

Community Engagement
At James Hargest College we are 

always interested in engaging with our 
community and listening to parents, 

whanau and the wider community. If you 
have any good ideas or there is something 

special that has happened regarding 
Hargest, or there are issues, concerns or 

complaints we should be aware of,  
please contact the school oĸce 

Senior Campus (2176129) or 

Junior Campus (2179250) or via email,  
oĸce@jameshargest.school.nz

You will be put in contact with an 
appropriate staī member
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3

Sowing seeds of learning

PLEASE  

SUPPORT 

OUR  

ADVERTISERS

Every brain can learn better

Improve:

   * Memory

   * Attention

   * Processing speed

   * Sequencing

RESEARCHED BY TOP SCIENTISTS

Help for students with 

Dyslexia, ADHD/ ADD, Autism 

FIND OUT MORE TODAY!

www.fastlearning.co.nz

nicola@fastlearning.co.nz

Ph: 0221 635 890


