
1

7 March 20257 March 2025

5 June 20265 June 2026

Toi Wearable ArtsToi Wearable Arts



2

Principal’s Comment

Anna McDowall

Principal

Nic Raines

Board Chair

Board of Trustees Report

Kia ora whānau,

June provides a valuable opportunity 
to reŇect on the experiences of our 
students. Throughout the term, we have 
seen students step outside their comfort 
zones, seize new opportuniƟes, and 
demonstrate resilience in their learning, 
sports, cultural acƟviƟes, and service to 
others. 

Junior Campus and Senior Campus 
students worked hard over many weeks 
to prepare and rehearse their powerful 
performances for this year’s Showquest 
event.  Both groups were capƟvaƟng and 
cleverly used the stage and performance 
skills to tell the story.  Thanks go to the 
staī involved in supporƟng the students. 

The May board meeƟng welcomed Jill 
Wilkinson as the new staī representaƟve 
board member, Jill sloƩed in quickly as 
she has previous board experience.  We 
heard about workshops the SLT are doing 
regarding EOTC (EducaƟon Outside the 
Classroom), recognising it’s importance 
the board will also get some PLD in this 
area.  Feedback on the new science 
building and new canteen provider was 
reported and tweaks are required, new 
things take a bit of work!

JHC staī who get involved and oīer 
these experiences do so because they 
understand the signiĮcant value the 
performing arts can make in the lives 
of rangatahi.  Performing Arts not only 
build the skills future employers are 
looking for: collaboraƟon, curiosity, risk-
taking and an ability to think outside the 
square, but provide young people with 
an opportunity to express themselves 
and experiment. Actors, dancers and 
musicians are encouraged to train their 
imaginaƟons, and imaginaƟon is vital 
to create a more colourful, kinder and  
inclusive world. CongratulaƟons to all 
staī and students involved in these 
wonderful performances.  You make us 
all very proud.  

Winter sports are in full swing now 
and the beneĮts of children and 
teenagers playing sports cannot be 
underesƟmated.  Sport teaches valuable 
skills students can directly apply to their 
lives, including managing emoƟons, goal 
seƫng, and seeking help from others. 
Players learn skills such as iniƟaƟve, 
respect, teamwork, and leadership, all 
highly transferable skills that can be 
more diĸcult to learn in a classroom 
environment.  The range of winter 
sports on oīer at JHC conƟnues to be 
a source of pride and an opportunity 
for all students.  These simply would 
not happen without dedicated staī and 
whānau. The JHC community who give 
generously of their Ɵme and experƟse, 

oŌen at a signiĮcant personal sacriĮce 
of Ɵme, need to be acknowledged and 
thanked.  Our place is beƩer because of 
you.  Young people have opportuniƟes to 
grow and learn because of your support.  

Our Year 12 students have had the 
opportunity to engage with the RYDA 
programme.  This student focussed 
workshop looks at the facts around Road 
Safety, and highlights that drivers in their 
Įrst 6-12 months of driving alone are the 
greatest group at risk of serious crashes. 
Young drivers are more likely to crash on 
their restricted licence than at any other 
Ɵme in their life. At school, around this 
Ɵme of the year we see an increase in 
students bringing a vehicle to school, and 
someƟmes, an increase in poor decision 
making around breaking the condiƟons 
of their licence, carrying passengers and 
dangerous driving pracƟces.  We urge 
whānau to stay involved, keep talking 
to your young driver, making sure they 
are doing the right thing.  There are 
excellent resources for whānau available 
at hƩps://rse.org.nz/.  Working together 
to both educate and monitor driving 
does make a diīerence. 

As we look ahead to the second half of 
the year, we encourage every student 
to conƟnue striving for excellence, 
making the most of opportuniƟes, and 
understanding that hard work remains 
the foundaƟon of meaningful success.

We have just posted the schools latest 
annual report on the web for everyone 
to read, hƩps://www.jameshargest.
school.nz/policies-documents/  This 
document covers big picture educaƟonal 
achievement and goals, its our own 
report card to the community.

https://rse.org.nz/
https://www.jameshargest.school.nz/policies-documents/
https://www.jameshargest.school.nz/policies-documents/
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PTA Report

Jo Wilson

PTA Chairperson

PTA Meeting Dates

The next PTA meeƟng will be held in 
the Brigadier’s Room at the Senior 
Campus, scheduled to start at 
7.30pm.

Tuesday 23rd June (AGM & meeƟng)
Tuesday 18th August
Tuesday 10th November

Whanau Report

Matua Neitana Tane

Kia ora from the PTA

Term 2 is well underway with so many 
exciƟng things happening around the two 
campuses.

Ko te Amorangi ki mua, Ko te hāpai ō ki 
muri.
With the leader in front, and the workers 
behind.
Anō nei te mihi o te wā ki a tātou katoa.

I had the pleasure to aƩend Showquest 
on Friday 22nd May. What can I say other 
that WOW!! A huge congratulaƟons to 
both Junior and Senior students and 
staī who took part and helped prepare 
and put on such amazing performances. 
Toi Wearable Art was a show stopper, 
the creaƟvity shown by the students 
was truly inspiraƟonal. CongratulaƟons 
to the Hargest students who took away 
prizes in both performances and the art 
categories.

My apologies are needed as the date 
for the AGM was incorrect in the last 
newsleƩer. The correct date for this is 23 
June 2026, 7.30pm. It would be fantasƟc 
to have some new faces come along.

Winter has deĮnitely set in, keep 
yourselves warm and well.

Last Wednesday the 27th of May was 
a very special day as we unveiled our 
‘Hokinga Mahara - Vincent Ladbrook - 
Kaitātaki Tāne’. The memorial seaƟng for 
our young man who passed tragically 
from MeningiƟs. The 27th marks what 
would have been his 21st birthday. This is 
a celebraƟon of the wonderful spirit of a 
generous heart. Many ex-pupils, whānau, 
and friends came to acknowledge this 
moment. We’d like to especially thank 
the Ladbrook whānau for the gracious 
way you have allowed us to acknowledge 
your Įne young man.  A huge mihi to 
our hardworking and thoughƞul PTA, 
who enabled this to happen. E te ihi, 
e te wehi, moe mai rā! KāƟ. Below is a 
reminder of the upcoming Ngā Manu 
Kōrero dates.

Takurua hūpē nui
Winter, when your nose runs
Meaning: A humorous but highly 
relatable proverb about the raw, biƟng 
nature of the winter season.

Ngā mihi
Jo Wilson and the PTA team 

Wednesday 17 June

10:00am:  Pōwhiri (2025 Ɵmings)
11:00am: Senior Prepared speeches
Lunch
Senior Prepared speeches conƟnued
Short break
Senior Impromptu secƟons

Thursday 18 June

8:45am Karakia (2025 Ɵmings)
9:00am Junior Prepared speeches
Lunch
Junior Prepared speeches conƟnued
Short break
Prizegiving

Hei kona mai.
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Kylie Hodson

Reme Leiva-Fernandez

Ruth Cuff

Tessa Baird

We are pleased to welcome back Ruth 
Cuī, who has rejoined our Science 
team at the Junior Campus. She will be 
teaching Science 3 days a week for the 
remainder of the year.

Ruth is no stranger to our school 
community, having previously shared her 
wealth of knowledge in many areas of the 
Junior School. We know her energy and 
experƟse will have a fantasƟc impact on 
our Year 7 and 8 Science program.

Tessa joins us as our new Sports 
Coordinator. She recently graduated from 
the University of Otago with a Physical 
EducaƟon degree and brings a strong 
passion for sport and wellbeing. 
Tessa loves helping young people get 
involved, challenge themselves, and 
enjoy being acƟve. We are conĮdent that 
her energy and enthusiasm will create 
a fun and supporƟve environment for 
students across all sports, and we look 
forward to seeing the fantasƟc impact 
she will have on our school community.

Staff Welcome 
Senior Campus

Staff Farewell
Senior Campus

Ten years ago Kylie started as a Teacher 
Aide at Junior Campus, and her empathy 
for others and her extraordinary 
eĸciency was quickly noƟced by Jenny 

Elder who recruited her as the 
InternaƟonal Homestay Coordinator. 
Since then, Kylie has built a homestay 
programme that is based around 
manaakitanga. She has a wonderful 
way of connecƟng with others and 
eīortlessly matches host families with 
students from around the world. She 
is an eīecƟve problem solver, going 
above and beyond for all those she 
works with and for. We will greatly miss 
her sense of humour and experƟse and 
wish her all the very best for her next 
venture. 

• Interschool cultural camps 
• EducaƟon Perfect challenges.

Her enduring bond with her students 
is clear; she has kept in touch with 
many over the years and even had 
the unique privilege of mentoring 
a former student who became a 
Spanish teacher.

Beyond academics, Reme’s 
contribuƟons to our school culture 
have been profound to Spanish-
speaking students at our school. She 
stepped up to provide paramount 
translaƟon and pastoral support, 
ensuring their voices were heard and 
they felt truly welcome.

Furthermore, her experƟse has been 
invaluable to our wider staī. Her 
deep knowledge of NZQA and her 
leadership as Assistant HoD have leŌ 
a lasƟng legacy on our curriculum 
team.

Her dedicaƟon, passion, and the 
vibrant culture she brought to our 
school will be missed. 

Halfway through this term, we said a 
hearƞelt goodbye to Reme, who has 
been the driving force behind our 
Spanish department since 2007. Joining 
us when Spanish was brand new to our 
curriculum, Reme has been instrumental 
in building a thriving, successful subject. 

As a dedicated sole charge teacher, Reme 
built deeply meaningful relaƟonships 
with her students. Her impact extended 
far beyond the tradiƟonal classroom 
through an impressive array of co-
curricular opportuniƟes, including:

• Highly successful naƟonal Spanish 
compeƟƟons.
• Immersive student trips to Spain.
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Student Representatives Corner

Student RepresentaƟve JHC 
Board of Trustees

Ben Hargest

There is never a quiet week at Hargest, 
and Term 2 is a parƟcularly busy Ɵme at 
school with everything now in full swing 
at the moment. Here’s what has been 
happening recently in the student life.

Year 12 students took part in the 
RYDA road safety programme. The 

highlights of the day for me was the 
police demonstraƟon, which showed 
us how quickly reacƟon Ɵmes and 
stopping distances increase as vehicle 
speeds increase. Many of us are geƫng 
our licenses right now, so it helped to 
understand why it’s so important to 
stay safe on the roads and make smart 
decisions when driving.

Year 13s have had a good month, with 
the school ball happening and plenty of 
memorable moments created from that. 
This week, they’ve Įnally been given a 
common room again, aŌer not having 
one for over two years due to limited 
classroom space and the new build. A 
student commiƩee has been set up, 
giving them some freedom to renovate 
the space as they wish. They also started 
their senior assassin this week, with many 
year 13 students taking part in the game, 
where players try to eliminate each other 
using water and wearing googles for 
immunity.

Hargest oīers various opportuniƟes 
beyond the classroom, as not every 
student is going to pursue academic 
subjects. They are meant to give us the 
ability to learn pracƟcal skills and real 
world experiences that we wouldn’t 
typically gain by siƫng in a classroom, 
such as gateway, transiƟons, and terƟary 
academy. One of the subjects that I take 
is Outdoor RecreaƟon, which builds 
our conĮdence and lets us experience 
acƟviƟes that you wouldn’t get to do 
normally in school, such as kayaking, 
tramping, rock climbing, mountain biking, 
and skiing. 

Coming up in June, we have the school 
exchange against Wakiptaiu and the 
House Haka compeƟƟon. Wrapping 
up this week is the House Futsal 
compeƟƟon, with the mighty Watson 
house taking out another win in the boys 
game and conƟnuing our winning streak 
so far this year. Only a couple of weeks 
leŌ to go this week.

The World Vision team here at Hargest 
has been busy promoƟng the 40 hour 
challenge, previously known as the 40 
hour famine! World Vision is a team 
dedicated to helping people all over the 
world - our team has been encouraging 
people to do the challenge through 
things like speaking in assemblies, having 
bake sales, making ribbons, as well as a 
lot of meeƟngs.  

Some of the team recently went to a 
conference in Dunedin, where they 
met Emma (a World Vision Youth 
Ambassador) and learned about Preynia, 
a child in the Solomon Islands. Preynia 
was so desperate for food one day, that 
she had to eat dirty, raw seeds. I don’t 
know about you, but that’s not what my 
meals look like.

Children are forced to marry to escape 
severe poverty, when they’re less than 
twelve years old. Emma also told us 
how she met this father in the Solomon 
Islands who said that they have to go 
Įshing for over a week at a Ɵme. Fishing 
is one of their main sources of income, 
and as it oŌen Ňoods, they have to 
go out even further to Įnd food as it 
is becoming more and more scarce. 
SomeƟmes their canoe sinks and they 
don’t come back. 

World Vision

EducaƟon is so hard, because so many 
children have to stay home and help 
their families so they can’t go to school. 
And when they can, they are desperate 
for food which makes learning so much 
harder. They have to walk for miles just 
for a drink, and when it 
oŌen Ňoods, the water 
isn’t even safe to swallow. 
Natural disasters are 
frequent, which destroy 
their crops and even their 
back up crops. 

Even $20 can provide 
crucial support to those 
in need.  

You can’t change the 
circumstances we’re born 
into, but you can try to 
help. There are so many 
ideas of easy challenges 
to do from the 19th to 
the 21st of June, and ask 
people for a few bucks 
each to sponsor! So we 
encourage everyone to go 
oŋine for 40 hours, not 
talk for 40 hours, travel 
40kms, or anything else 

you can think of. Whatever you do, it will 
make a diīerence, however small! Thank 
you.

Addison Robertson  
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Curriculum and Reporting Updates

Year 7 to 10 

Assessment and 

ReporƟng - English 
and Maths 

You may noƟce the 
results of Year 7 to 
10 students are being 
reported diīerently this 
year to reŇect the new 
curriculum in English 
and Maths.

Student work is assessed 
using the Government’s 
Įve progress descriptors 
in relaƟon to curriculum 
expectaƟons for 
the year level:  
Emerging, Developing, 
ConsolidaƟng, ProĮcient, 
Exceeding.

For the Mid Year and End of Year report, 
teachers will use assessments, observaƟons, 
and the day to day learning of students to make 
an overall decision as to which of the Progress 
Descriptors best reŇects the understanding of 
the student, using rubrics the government have 
supplied, that are speciĮc to the expectaƟons of 
the curriculum.

At Mid Year, ConsolidaƟng, ProĮcient and 
Exceeding are considered ‘on track’ to meet the 
curriculum expectaƟons.
At End of Year, only ProĮcient and Exceeding 
are considered as meeƟng the curriculum 
expectaƟons.

In 2027 other subjects will also be assessing and 
reporƟng in this way, to ensure consistency for parents 
in interpreƟng results throughout their child’s educaƟon. 
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New Senior Secondary QualiĮcaƟons
NCEA is being replaced by new senior secondary qualiĮcaƟons.  
InternaƟonally comparable, credible, and consistent, the new 
senior secondary qualiĮcaƟons will take a subject-based approach 
and are designed to assess the new knowledge-rich curriculum.

From 2028 onwards, students will be able to complete the:
	 • FoundaƟonal Award for literacy and numeracy 		
	    benchmarked at Year 11
	 • New Zealand CerƟĮcate of EducaƟon (NZCE) in Year 12 	
	    (from 2029)
	 • New Zealand Advanced CerƟĮcate in EducaƟon (NZACE) 	
	     in Year 13 from 2030).

To achieve an NZCE or NZACE qualiĮcaƟon, students must: 
	 • Pass a minimum of three subjects at that year level or 	
	    above, and 
	 • Pass the FoundaƟonal Award benchmarked at Year 11 	
	    curriculum level. 

To recognise students who have achieved more subjects, the 
number of subjects a student has passed for each qualiĮcaƟon 
will be stated on their CerƟĮcate (e.g. NZCE 4, NZACE 5).

A Year 13 subject can count towards gaining NZCE as long as it is 
not a subject already used to gain NZCE, for example, a student 
can’t use Year 12 English and Year 13 English to gain NZCE. 

A student can study Year 12 subjects in Year 13 to gain NZCE. 

NZCE and NZACE will require a student to have foundaƟonal 
literacy and numeracy skills gained through the FoundaƟonal 
Award, which is benchmarked at Year 11, and typically sat in Year 
11, although it can be sat at any Ɵme. 

The FoundaƟonal Award can also be awarded if a student passes 
English or MathemaƟcs in year 12 or 13 instead of the year 11 
assessment. 

TransiƟonal arrangements will be in place for two years, so that 
students can use the current literacy and numeracy corequisite to 
be awarded the FoundaƟonal Award. It will be clearly stated on 
a student’s record of achievement if they used the corequisite to 
gain the award.  

Endorsements
Excellence in student achievement will be recognised via two new 
cerƟĮcate endorsements. 

To gain an endorsement, students will need to pass at least 
Įve subjects, with a certain number of high grades to achieve 
each endorsement. For example, three A grades achieves a 
DisƟncƟon endorsement. 

The exact design and names for these new endorsements will 
be conĮrmed in the coming months. 

Assessment 

Assessment for every subject will include a mix of coursework 
and at least one exam. 

The weighƟng of each assessment type will vary across 
subjects and be dependent on the content of the subject 
curriculum. 

Students can generally expect around three to four 

assessments per year for each subject including one exam. 
Students will be encouraged to complete all assessments and 
try their best as each mark counts towards their Įnal grade. 

Grading
A new six-point grading system will be introduced which 
ranges from A+ to E (A+, A, B, C, D, E). 

Students must achieve a C or higher to pass a subject. 

This will: 
	 • Show greater recogniƟon of students’ achievement 
	 • Be more comparable internaƟonally and with parts of  	
	    the terƟary sector, and 
	 • Be easier for parents to understand. 

Compulsory Subjects

From 2028, it will be compulsory for Year 11 students to take: 
	 • MathemaƟcs | Pāngarau 
	 • English | Te Reo RangaƟra 
	 • Science | Pūtaiao. 

In Years 12 and 13, no subjects will be compulsory, but all 
students will need to take at least Įve subjects. 

For students part way through NCEA 

Students who have almost completed NCEA when the new 
qualiĮcaƟon system begins will sƟll be able to complete their 
NCEA qualiĮcaƟons. For example, a student in Year 13 in 2029 
who sƟll needs 10 credits to get NCEA Level 3 in 2030 will 
be able to earn those remaining credits in school or terƟary 
provider. 

For further informaƟon feel free to check 
out hƩps://tahurangi.educaƟon.govt.
nz/our-story and don’t hesitate to email 
curriculum@jhc.school.nz with any quesƟons 
or comments around the curriculum.

https://tahurangi.education.govt.nz/our-story
https://tahurangi.education.govt.nz/our-story
mailto:curriculum%40jhc.school.nz?subject=
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Riverton Field Trip
Junior Campus

In Week 3 of this term, our Junior Campus 
students headed out to Riverton Aparima 
for an awesome, hands-on history trip. 
The main focus of the day was learning 
about the deep roots of the town and 
discovering how diīerent waves of 
migraƟon have shaped the community 
over Ɵme. From early Māori history to 
European seƩlement, students spent the 
day uncovering how Riverton became the 
place it is today.

One of our stops was to the local 
museum, which is packed with amazing 
local treasures and arƟfacts. This visit 
gave students a real sense of what daily 
life looked like hundreds of years ago 
for early residents. It was the perfect 
way to learn about early migraƟon and 
see how both Māori and European 
seƩlers adapted to living in the southern 
environment.

As well as the museum, the students 
took part in a hīkoi  around the township 
to check out some key historical sites. 
Students looked at the area’s history from 
two angles: its importance as a seasonal 
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home for Ngāi Tahu, and its past as one of 
New Zealand’s oldest European whaling 
and sailing towns. Some classes were 
very fortunate to be able to go inside 
Howell’s CoƩage and learn more about 
the founder of Riverton from his great 
great grandson. 
One highlight of the trip was learning 
directly from local expert Senga White. 
She brought the past to life with 
incredible stories about the area’s dual 
Māori and European heritage that you 
may not Įnd in any textbook. Aparima 
College very kindly allowed us to use 
their library for these sessions.

In the RSA, students used what they had 
learned to order historical Ɵmelines, Įnd 
locaƟons on maps and looked at how the 
geography of Southland inŇuenced Māori 
Ara Tawhito (tradiƟonal pathways). Back 
in school, some classes have followed this 
trip by creaƟng their own Māori waka, 
Polynesian vaka and Southland Ɵmelines. 
A huge thank you to Senga, our awesome 
parent volunteers, Aparima College, the 
RSA and the museum staī for making 
this such a memorable trip for our Junior 
Campus!
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On Monday, 25 May 2026, we had Bob 
Bickerton come and visit us with his 
workshop presentaƟon, Taonga Pūoro.  
We had the opportunity to be part of this 
type of experience back when we were 
Year 9, but it meant so much more to us 
now as Year 13 students. 

Taonga pūoro are the wonderful 
instruments that were played by the 
Māori people long ago. UnƟl recently, 
they lay silent in museums because 
people had forgoƩen how to play 
them. The instruments are members of 
whānau (families) just like us, and they 
whakapapa back to (are descended from) 
the atua (gods). 

Taonga Puoro 

Bob explained to us the pūrākau (stories) 
of each whānau and demonstrated 
playing each so we could see how they 
worked, their sound, and what they were 
used for.  We loved hearing pūrākau we 
already knew, which were now added 
to with informaƟon about taonga pūoro 
and their sounds, for example, the story 
of Ranginui and Papatūānuku involved 
3 instruments: the pākuru is played 
to link to their tears, the kōhatu when 
Papatūānuku is turned so they don’t have 
to see each other and feel such sadness 
all the Ɵme, and the tumutumu to 
represent her pregnancy with Ruamoko, 
the atua of earthquakes.

There was one instrument for the 
beginning, things like when children 
were born, as a war began, and now we 
use this instrument at the start of Kapa 
Haka performances.  This instrument was 
called kōauau.  One made diīerent bird 
sounds depending on how you played it, 
and one imitated raindrops.  Some you 

blew, others were tapped or rubbed, and 
one he even put up to his nose!  Some 
of them you had to listen really carefully; 
they were so quiet, while others were 
loud.  They were made out of a range of 
materials - wood, bone, shell, rock, sƟcks, 
string and dried out fruit or vegetables - 
showing the connecƟon to the whenua 
(land).  

At the end, we were able to take a 
closer look at them, to admire the preƩy 
designs.  It was really cool to learn more 
about taonga pūoro, and be able to link 
that to our own experiences now, like 
when we are watching Kapa Haka, we 
now have more informaƟon and can look 
and listen for taonga pūoro.  It was a very 
engaging session, and we are so glad Bob 
visited us!

Meah Ayto and Amelia-Jayne de Thierry-
Curry 

Kōauau

Tumutumu

Kōhatu

Pākuru
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Be sure to put your thinking caps on, 
because submissions are now open for 
Interrobang 2026! We are a team in char-
ge of the school’s creaƟve arts magazine, 
which showcases a variety of things from 
prose and poetry to art and lyrics. This 
year, our team consists of: Natalie Snoek 
as our Editor in Chief, Fletcher McDowall 
and Anna Tran as WriƟng Editors, and 
Alicia Purdon and Joy Choi as Art Editors. 
Aside from this, we are also provided 
with support from Ms Miles and Ms 
Haveron, our teachers in charge and Enzo 
Cruz and Diamond Tendean, who are 
responsible for the amazing design of 
the magazine as well as the submissions 
poster. 

Interrobang

Remember, you can now submit any cre-
aƟve work that you might have! So if you 
are wanƟng to step out of your comfort 
zone and try something new, Interrobang 
might just be the thing for you. We are 
extremely excited for the submissions 
and encourage all to have a go. For any 
addiƟonal informaƟon, please read the 
poster aƩached.
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Year 9 Drawing and Painting 

Year 9 Character Design and Photography

Students in the Year 9 Drawing and 
PainƟng course have been working 
hard on drawings, painƟngs, and 
ceremics of cupcakes!  We think they 
look fabulous!  
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Digital Technologies

Sign language sƟckers for pink shirt day using Illustrator 

Design created in Illustrator and Cricut 
used to cut

Year 10 Digital Design: 
Cultural NarraƟves

The Year 10 Digital Technologies students 

have been busy bringing cultural stories 

to life using Adobe Illustrator. This 

project challenged the class to translate 

tradiƟonal meanings and personal 
heritage into clean, modern vector 

designs. By mastering industry-standard 

tools, students have successfully blended 

technical skill with cultural storytelling. 
The resulƟng gallery of work is a fantasƟc 
showcase of how digital technology can 

be used to celebrate and preserve our 

diverse backgrounds.
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The Year 9 Music Performance class 
visited Cargill Care Home for a musical 
Outreach this month. The class sang 
songs with the residents and chaƩed 
to them. This visit wasn’t a musical 
performance as such, but an opportunity 
for shared music making. It was based on 
principles of Outreach Singing -  where 
the idea is to sing to encourage others 
to sing along. The songs were older ones 
known to the residents, such as My 
Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean, Pokarekare 
Ana and Country Roads. The class were 
wonderful at stepping outside of their 
comfort zone, meeƟng new people and 
using their voices to sing along with the 

Music Students Visit SIT

Music students from years 10-13 
were lucky enough to visit the SIT 
Kids Concerts this month and tour 
the music and audio faciliƟes at the 
campus. The SIT Kids Concerts have 
been running for 24 years and provide 
an opportunity for the Bachelor of 
Contemporary Music students to 
perform popular contemporary songs 
to audiences of primary and preschool 
audiences. The JHC students boogied 
along to the performances and were a 
recepƟve and engaged audience. AŌer 
the show Programme Manager of the 
Audio ProducƟon and Contemporary 
Music programmes Antonio Mercuri 
gave the students a tour of Te Rau o te 

Music Students Performance at 

The Riff

On Sunday 24 May 2026 several 
music students performed at The Riī 
(previously known as the Muso’s Club) 
as a warm up gig for the upcoming 
Rockquest. It was great to see some many 
talented musicians performing their 
original songs, along with some covers. 
There was a great turn out of whānau 
and friends along to support the bands 
and solo/duos. We can’t wait to see our 
Rockquest performers up on the stage at 
the Civic Theatre on Friday 13 June 2026.

Music

Huia, the mulƟ million dollar CreaƟve 
Centre which is home to music, Įlm, 
animaƟon, and game design, followed 
by a tour of the recording studios at SIT 
Sound. This was a great opportunity to 
build connecƟons between SIT and our 
ākonga.

residents and make a genuine 
connecƟon.
In the words of Stacey, the 
AcƟviƟes Coordinator: “The 
Residents are sƟll talking about 
your visit, thank you so 
much, all the pupils were 
very respecƞul and made 
huge eīorts, even the 
residents that have cogniƟve 
impairments - I saw them 
dancing along with your 
pupils, we would love to have 
you back.”

Year 9 Music Performance Class visits Cargill Care Home.
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Cross Campus PLD

The Bebras CompuƟng Challenge 2026, 
held in Term 1, aimed to introduce 
computaƟonal thinking, logic, and 
computaƟonal skills to students. Five 
students from James Hargest College 
Senior Campus parƟcipated:

In the Cadets category (Year 9/10), William 
Wishart, Jaxon Black, Nigel Munozogara 
and Heeje Han.

In the Seniors category (Year 12/13), David 
Hardy.

We applaud all who parƟcipated. The 
Bebras CompuƟng Challenge plays a 
crucial role in nurturing computaƟonal 
and logical thinking skills among students 
worldwide, and we eagerly await next 
year’s challenge to further develop our 
students’ computaƟonal thinking abiliƟes.

At our latest Cross Campus PLD (where 
staī sign up for a range of workshops 
led by their fellow staī members as a 
commitment to ongoing professional 
learning) a group were in for a treat!  One 
of the oīerings on NZ Sign Language, 
hosted by students Liam Templeton and 
Johran Dillinger-Waldron in Year 10 who 
have developed a website to support 
people using NZSL as a part of their Duke 
of Edinburgh requirements. 
  Staī thoroughly enjoyed an interacƟve 
session where they had a go at the 
alphabet, signing their name, and a 

wide range of 
other common 
phrases, before 
being put to 
the test to see 
what they could 
recall.  Great 
work boys!

Bebras Computing Challenge
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Cultural Day

Road Safety Workshop

Year 12s ShiŌ Gears at the RYDA Road 
Safety Workshop

On Monday 12 May 2026, our enƟre 
Year 12 cohort stepped out of the 
classroom and into the RYDA (Road Safety 
EducaƟon) Workshop. This award-winning 
programme is speciĮcally designed for 
16-17 year olds as they begin to drive or 
ride in cars driven by their peers.

Young drivers unfortunately feature 
prominently in New Zealand crash 
staƟsƟcs, making it crucial that we equip 
our young people with the right tools and 
strategies to navigate our roads safely. 
The RYDA workshop challenges students 
to change the way they think about road 
safety, educaƟng them on their rights and 
responsibiliƟes, and helping them choose 
behaviours that lead to safer outcomes.

Reality Checks & Powerful Insights

The day was highly interacƟve, but it 
was the real-world demonstraƟons and 
powerful human stories that leŌ the 
biggest impression on our students.

Here is what some of our Year 12s had to 
say about their experience:

“People didn’t take it too seriously and 

were whining unƟl we saw the braking 
acƟvity. That actually interested people 
(probably because it involves a speeding 
car), but it also knocked some sense into 
us when we saw the yellow dummy get 
absolutely demolished.
Then we met with Anita, which also hit 
some sense into us... Seeing a car crash 
survivor with the consequences of it 
(being paralysed and in a wheelchair) and 
hearing her injuries made us take it more 
seriously.”

Another student highlighted how 
engaging the setup was:

“The day was a great use of learning 
out of school. Each course had its own 
interacƟve parts that involved students 
to each have a turn at things. In other 
words, thank you!”

Looking to the Future

The feedback from the cohort was 
overwhelmingly posiƟve, with one 
student summing it up perfectly: “I 
reckon this is a stunning course and 
should be conƟnued for all Year 12s 
over the next few years. Overall I had an 
amazing Ɵme, thank you!”

We couldn’t agree more. Providing 
our students with the foundaƟons for 
lifelong safe road use is invaluable, and 
we look forward to running this brilliant 
programme for our future Year 12 
cohorts.

A massive thank you to the RYDA team, 
the presenters, the supporƟng teachers 
and our students for bringing such 
maturity and focus to a vital subject.

NumberWorks’nWords Invercargill Voucher
Value $690 including GST (expiry 31 December 2026)

As part of fundraising for the Japan Trip we have a 
NumberWorks’nWords Invercargill Voucher for one term (ten weeks) 

of tuiƟon of Maths or English up for aucƟon. To place a silent bid 
please Įll in this very short form 

Silent AucƟon

The AucƟon closes at 3pm on Friday 12 June. The highest 
bid wins and the winner will be noƟĮed by phone soon 

aŌer the aucƟon closes on 12 June.  

Silent Auction $$$ We took 30 students to a vibrant Cultural 
Day Įlled with Samoan and Nepalese 
dance, along with Māori, Filipino, 
Samoan, and Congolese games. The 
energy was high throughout the day, and 
students embraced every opportunity to 
try something new.
It was a wonderful chance for our young 
people to celebrate diversity, learn from 
one another, and build new connecƟons 
across cultures.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10eUSHMNqnbC7zmqbCx9oisBI-3OPtU1kRnrOhRts2Mg/viewform?edit_requested=true
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Kia Tū - Pathway Planning

A small group of Year 11 students has spent Wednesday 
aŌernoons exploring future career and study opƟons. We 
are thankful for Ivan HodgeƩs, who has provided us with 
resources and guidance to undertake this exploraƟon. As 

James Hargest Rainbow Club

Kia ora ākonga and 
whānau. My name is 
Ash McKenzie, and I am 
the leader of the James 
Hargest Rainbow Club 
this year. With Pride 
Week coming up in June, 
I wanted to bring a liƩle 
more visibility to the 
Club. The Rainbow Club 
is a place for members of 
the LGBTQ+ community 
and allies to meet and 
support one another. 

Kia Tu

We have plenty of fun acƟviƟes planned for 
Pride Week this year, so if any students are 
interested, they can pay a visit to Kirsty in the 
library to get more details. 

part of this, we have visited SIT, where Russell Finlay showed us 
around various courses on oīer. We were impressed with the 
variety of study pathways and the faciliƟes available.
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GirlBoss Edge Program

Kia ora, my name is Amelia Cameron 
and I recently had the opportunity to 
experience a GirlBoss Edge program—the 
healthcare ediƟon. 
This self-paced program hosted more 
than 1,500 parƟcipants from across 
Aotearoa. It was lively, social, and 
brought a sense of community to all of 
the future professionals. 

The course primarily involved aƩending 
a nightly livestream, where parƟcipants 
just listen and absorb informaƟon from 
experienced professionals. Within these 
livestreams, we are introduced to a guest 
speaker of the night by Alexia HilberƟdou 
(who is an NZ social entrepreneur and 
the founder of GirlBoss). These guest 
speakers are healthcare professionals 
who gave us the opportunity to listen to 
their journey, the good, the bad, and how 
they ulƟmately became successful in their 
Įeld (e.g. Dr Ineke Meridith and Dr JusƟn 
Sung). 

For me personally, hearing these stories 
made healthcare feel more aƩainable and 
human, as it showed me that everyone 
has to face their own obstacles within 
their career path. But no maƩer how 
big the setback is, hard work will always 
provide an opportunity to thrive. 

The mentors experienced failing 
their examinaƟons, struggling with 
homesickness and academic pressure, 
and—surprisingly a common paƩern 
with the successful women we spoke 
to—becoming pregnant right before big 
examinaƟons. Knowing these individuals 
faced signiĮcant challenges throughout 
their studies changed my perspecƟve 
on success and resilience. Suddenly, I 
felt more prepared to face the struggles 
encompassed within terƟary study. I 
now understand that we can’t always 
control what happens to us, but only 
how we act and grow from it. Hearing 
the professionals discuss their personal 

ApplicaƟons are now OPEN for GirlBoss Edge: Tech for Good, a life-changing 10 Day 
Online Career Accelerator for young women aged 15 - 21, which is happening in the July 
school holidays. It is fully funded for 400 young women across New Zealand.

It’s happening July 3rd - 12th and can be completed in just 1-2 hours a day.

Join us and gain inspiraƟonal coaching from iconic speakers, such as: 

• NASA Astrophysicist and Mental Health Advocate: Diana Chao
• Personal Finance Entrepreneur: Queenie Tan
• Forbes 30 under 30, GirlBoss Founder, Alexia HilberƟdou, who has supported tens of 
thousands of young women to achieve their career dreams.

They will also receive 1:1 mentoring with inspiring mentors from NZ’s leading technology 
companies.

 Students can also complete a CV worthy challenge which could earn them work 
experience and prizes and every graduate receives a GirlBoss Goodie bag (valued at $40).

93% of our alumni describe the programme as “life-changing!”

“This opportunity has truly changed my life for the beƩer. I am more conĮdent than ever 
and I truly believe that technology and engineering is an amazing career path! I am now 
so excited to go out into the world and see what it has to offer!”
- McKayla, 16, Sacred Heart Girls’ College

This opportunity is brought to your students thanks to GirlBoss New Zealand

Any questions can be directed to vicky@girlboss.nz  

setbacks made medicine feel more 
achievable, as success no longer seemed 
dependent on perfecƟon.

Alongside these mentor livestreams, 
all parƟcipants were faced with a daily 
healthcare acƟvity. These modules 
focused on the fundamentals of how we 
can begin developing our professional 
idenƟty within our respecƟve Įelds, 
providing us with the steps on how to 
build a strong LinkedIn proĮle, structure 
personalized answers to make us stand 
out in interviews, but overall they had 
the same deĮning feature that was the 
end goal of geƫng the aspiring medical 
professionals to connect with one 
another.

I can deĮnitely say that the number of 
connecƟons I gained from this experience 
is phenomenal. As many of us girls are 
conƟnuing on to terƟary study next year, 
we took it upon ourselves to create group 
chats and build an online social structure 
so that we can go into university 
feeling conĮdent and supported by one 
another. The people I met are genuine 
and ambiƟous, as well as the other JHC 
women taking the course with me.

By parƟcipaƟng in the GirlBoss Edge 
program, I was able to aƩain some 
unique and useful informaƟon that you 
can only get from listening to others’ 
personal stories as well as gaining 
meaningful connecƟons and valuable 
insight into both the professional 
and personal realiƟes of working in 
healthcare. I recommend it to anyone 
interested in pursuing healthcare—even 
those that are unsure and may just want 
to broaden their horizons. 

https://www.girlboss.nz/
mailto:vicky%40girlboss.nz%20%20?subject=
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Debating Nationals

A Dress Coat fit for a King’s Service Medal Recipient

On Friday 22 May 2026, I Ňew up to 
Wellington to represent the Southland 
Region at the 2026 New Zealand 
School’s DebaƟng NaƟonal CompeƟƟon. 
This was aŌer being selected for the 
regional team at the Southland Regional 
Tournament in February, along with 
my teammates Alex Brinkworth from 
Central Southland College and Charlie 
Bellet from Southland Girls’ High School. 
Together, we educated the rest of the 
country that yes, Invercargill does indeed 
have traĸc lights, and can hold their 
own when it comes to debaƟng. Out of 
the seven hotly contested rounds, we 
came away with wins for two of them, 
and some incredible learning. For each 
debate, we were given the topic 1 hour 
beforehand and then argued our case 
with the other team over three 8 minute 
speeches and one 4 minute ‘reply’ 
speech. Memorable topics (or ‘moots’) 
included ‘This house believes that the 
end of a relaƟonship maƩers more than 
the duraƟon’ and ‘This house believes 
that it is in Japan’s best interests to build 
up an army to defend Taiwan should 

Community champion Liz Henry will take 
a piece of Invercargill with her - literally 
- to Government House today [Thursday] 
for her special day. 
 

Liz Henry was oĸcially awarded the 
King’s Service Medal in Wellington 
aŌer being included in the New Year’s 
honours list.  And in a special touch, 
Henry was wearing a dress coat designed 

and created by Year 13 
James Hargest College pupil 
Samantha Lemm at the 
invesƟture ceremony.  When 
it was revealed that Henry 
would be receiving the King’s 
Service Medal, the idea of 
Lemm producing the dress 
coat for Henry’s memorable 
day was Ňoated.  As part 
of Lemm’s fashion class at 
James Hargest College, she 
was required to create a 
garment for a client.  But this 
assignment came with some 
added pressure, given the 
signiĮcance of the occasion at 
Government House.  Lemm 

delivered the end product to 
Henry on Sunday night, and to Lemm’s 
delight, it ĮƩed perfectly and looked 
great. 
 

“I was very pleased. She put it on when I 
dropped it oī, and I was so pleased with 
how it Įt… It was a very nice moment,” 
Lemm said. 
 

And importantly, it also got the Ɵck 
of approval from Henry.  “She did an 
awesome job and was just so brave to 
take on such a challenge… She has put so 
much energy into it,” Henry said. 
 

Lemm has poured many hours and 
late nights into the project, including 
selecƟng paƩerns, organising many Įƫng 
sessions, and puƫng together mock-ups 
before creaƟng the Įnal product.  “It 
was so worth it in the end,” Lemm said 
of the Ɵme she had dedicated to the 
assignment.  The whole process started 
back in February, and Lemm said she 
had learned a lot of new skills from start 
to Įnish.  Lemm thanked her fashion 
teacher, AnneƩe McMillan, for her 
support throughout, although McMillan 
said the end product was very much 
Lemm’s work. 
 

“She is very clever,” McMillan said. 
 

Extract from an arƟcle published in the 
Southland Tribune, wriƩen by Logan 
Savory, 20 May 2026

China invade.’ The Įnals 
were held at Parliament 
in the old LegislaƟve 
Council Chamber, and 
we were immensely 
proud to see our ‘big 
sister’ team of Otago 
take the win. It was an 
amazing experience with 
plenty of good food, 
and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to go.

Natalie Snoek
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Brian Falkner

I quivered in fear before the behemoth in 
front of me. In unison, so did my peers—
turned to ants in the presence of a giant. 
My pen scratched quietly on the paper, 
inking lines upon lines, layered together 
in a cacophony of screaming leƩers. My 
palm gently rubbed against the paper, 
telling the words to hush. If I had to sit 
before such a gargantuan being, I might 
as well learn how to grow.

Thursday, 14 May 2026, published 
kiwi author Brian Falkner graced us at 
James Hargest with his presence and his 
teachings. I myself was lucky enough to 
enjoy two separate workshops hosted 
by Brian, both of which blew my socks 
oī. The Įrst was a class where young, 
aspiring authors such as myself could 
learn from someone who knew what they 
were doing, someone who had reĮned 
their wriƟng process aŌer countless years 
of storytelling. 

The second, exciƟng opportunity was 
exclusively for the Cambridge classes in 
both years 10 and 11: Story Sports. Story 
Sports is as it sounds, a compeƟƟon 
of storytelling. I was on a team for this 
compeƟƟon and as nervous as I’ve ever 
been. I disƟnctly remember having to 
wipe my hands on my jacket several Ɵmes 
for the copious amount of sweat that 
was building up there. Once they Įnally 
seemed dry, for what must have been the 
umpteenth Ɵme, the games began.

An hour and a half later, I’d all but 
forgoƩen wriƟng and had switched 
over to math, running calculaƟons and 
esƟmates in my head. What was our 

score? How did my team fare against our 
compeƟtors? We’d done preƩy well in 
the wriƟng porƟon, having scored two 
tens, the only tens to be awarded to 
anyone so far. Unfortunately, we’d fallen 
short in terms of bonus points, failing 
to answer simple quesƟons before an 
opponent could lean in and snatch the 
precious point from our grasp. Breaking 
me from my trance, Brian spoke.

“And one last quesƟon!” It was another 
bonus point. My heart was pounding in 
my throat. Come on, guys.

“This is the Įrst line of which book?” 
Crap. This one was out for me. I glanced 
rapidly at my teammates, willing their 
hands to rise. No one dared. 

“Yes, there, in the back!” I slumped. Now, 
everything was up to fate. Everything 
became white noise as I returned to my 
math. UnƟl once again, Brian snapped me 
out of my trance.

“As an audience member, you may 
choose the team to which you will award 
the bonus point.” My team was already 
on the case. But so was everyone else. 
Hands clasped together in prayer, oīers 
and debts spewing from greedy mouths. 
Just as I made to join in on the fray, the 
point disappeared before my eyes.

In the end, that point was the one that 
won the compeƟƟon.

-Keaton Lyness
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Our Įrst Dungeons and 
Dragons club meet up 
was held in the library this 
month with lots of character 
development and world 
building. See Kirsty in the 
Senior Campus Library if you 
are interested in joining.

DnD Club
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Pink Shirt Day
Junior Campus

Friday 15 May 2026 saw James Hargest 
College making a stand against bullying 
with the annual Pink Shirt Day.  Kōrero 
Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – 
Speak Up, Stand Together, Stop Bullying!  
There were students who commiƩed 
strongly to this message, as can be seen 
here in photos from Junior Campus on 
the day.
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JHC Pipes and Drums 2026

It has been a busy year so far for JHC Pipe and Drums.

Highlights so far for 2026

Playing for the arrival of the new Year 9 students Ka 
HakaƟa at the start of the year.

Lachlan CheckeƩs chosen to play as part of the Inver-
cargill conƟngent at the Edinburgh Military TaƩoo at 
Eden Park in Auckland in March

Playing at the oĸcial opening of the new Sir Peter 
Blake science block.

All pipers and drummers are 
members of the City of Invercargill 
Highland Pipe Band and have 
lessons from world class Tutors 
who have played in World 
Championship Pipe Bands.

If you are interested 
in learning to play 
Pipes or Drums 
contact Mr Burrows at 
the Senior Campus 

James Hargest had a large number of pipers and drummers at the Pipe 
Band NaƟonals this year with the Juvenile A band coming Second.

From the LeŌ Caitlin CheckeƩs, Ryan Knight, Hamish Hazley, Mr Burrows, Greer Hazley, Abbie 
Ramsay, Ethan Ramsay, Sam Lindsay, Nicholas Cowie, Lachlan CheckeƩs.
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On Friday 22 May 2026, close to 100 Junior Campus 
students took to the stage for Showquest. This year’s 
performance was a celebraƟon of reading; the power 
of a good book! When the power is oī, the essenƟals 
are most important. Our family is safe at home, but 
have to Įnd other ways to entertain themselves, and 
they decide to dive into the worlds of their books. The 
worlds of their books allow them to travel, imagine, 
explore, discover, learn and dream from the comfort 
of their living room. While the storms rage outside, 
they share their books with each other, adding to 
their to-read pile as they go! The students spent many 
hours pracƟcing in preparaƟon for show day and their 
hard work paid oī; the Junior Campus placed 1st 
with excellence awards in Dance, Art and Technology. 
CongratulaƟons to all involved!  

Showquest

Junior Campus
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Senior Campus’ kaupapa for 
Showquest 2026 was Sonder: 
“The realisaƟon that each random 
passerby is living a life as vivid 
and complex as your own.” John 
Koeing, 2012. The story followed 
three students, Tamzyn Dillinger, 
Sophia Gray, and Liam Templeton, 
whose lives appear similar on the 
surface, but behind closed doors, 
they each live very diīerent lives. 
Throughout the performance we see 
each student experience everyday 
moments in classrooms, hallways, 
and beyond, each of them starts 
to noƟce the people around them 
diīerently. Though their paths never 
fully cross, each arrives at the same 
understanding - that everyone is 
ĮghƟng something unseen. Our 
performance was designed to remind 
everyone that every student arrives 
with a story, and kindness maƩers 
more than we recognise. Our student 
leaders have worked Ɵrelessly since 
term four of 2025 to bring together 
this special performance. Ngā 
mihi nui to Keeley Thornton and 
Lexie Caudwell for their leadership 
and dedicaƟon to the kaupapa 
as our captains for this year. Our 
performance earned us Third Place 
overall, as well as Excellence in 
Technology (for the video wall) and 
all three of our lead dancers, Sophia, 
Tamzyn, and Liam who won Whetū 

Rangatahi. A special menƟon also goes 
to our wider leadership team, who either 
choreographed, helped with planning 
and organisaƟon or were our lighƟng 
team; Natalie Smith, Emma Winder, Lara 
Kerr, Nicola Schol, Laura Davis, Mercedes 
CheckeƩs, Isaac Elder, and William 
McCann, and our kaiāwhina Meah Ayto 
and Amelia-Jayne de Thierry Curry. Thank 
you to everyone else who was involved 
as well, Showquest takes a mammoth 
amount of eīort and we appreciate 
the dedicaƟon from everyone involved. 
Showquest wouldn’t be the success that 
it is without you all. Bring on Showquest 
2027!

Senior Campus
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Toi Wearable Arts

On Friday 22 May 2026 James Hargest 
Senior Campus students aƩended the Toi 
Wearable Arts FesƟval. 
We had seven groups performing and 
modelling their entries. Students had 
worked on these ouƞits for several 
weeks, having to submit a design before 
being accepted. 
Angelus Costus modelled and created 
by Keziah Walker, Thomas Walker and 
Caydence Hunt won the  award for 
Excellent Garment construcƟon.
And Night at the Carnival modelled and 
created by Ava Barker and assisted by 
Katrine Anquitel and Haylee Donald won 
the Stage presence award. 
All of our students conducted themselves 
very well and made us proud.

Senior Campus
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CongratulaƟons to everyone 
who parƟcipated in this years Toi 
Wearable Arts Showquest Event on 
22 May 2026. All the hard work that 
was put into designing and creaƟng 
the entries since early on in the year 
certainly paid oī, with several Junior 
Category awards being scooped up 
by the Junior Campus on the night.  
They were:  Best InnovaƟve Use of 
Materials by ‘Re-Cycled’ (Emma-
Grace Elder & Mia Murdoch),  Best 
Story Telling by ‘South Esteem’ 
(Amelia Kemna, Natalie McCann 
& Hayley deBruin), Best Stage 
Presence and Star of the Night 
by ‘Frosted Cherries’ (Pubuduni 
Keerthisinge, Valeria Machado 
Mora, Meththani Kurkulaarachchi,  
Jema Suharjono, Javi Suharjono 
& Ranuli Fernando).  May you all 
conƟnue to imagine, sketch, dream 
big, cut, sew & paste!

Junior Campus
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On Saturday 16 May 2026 the JHC school ball was held 
for our Year 13 students at Bill Richardson Transport 

World.  Everyone looked stunning and it was a 
wonderful occasion to be remembered.  Huge thanks to 
the teachers who taught ballroom dancing in the lead 
up and a special shout out to Ms Taylor for all of her 

work in making this night such a special one.
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On Tuesday 12 May 2026, 

13 students from James 

Hargest took part in the 

Invercargill Regional Chess 

Power tournament. The teams 

performed strongly across the 

board and secured victory in 

the Senior and Intermediate 

competition.

CongratulaƟons to all players, with 
special recogniƟon to Ben Geilik 
(1st place, undefeated across all 7 
rounds), Sasandu Kiwulegedara (2nd, 
6/7), and Hasanli Hewa Babaranda 
(3rd, 5.5/7 and top female player). 
These three have earned qualiĮcaƟon 
for the Individual NaƟonal Chess 
Tournament in Hamilton this October.
In addiƟon, the top six team Įnishers, 
Ben Geilik, Sasandu Kiwulegedara, 
Hasanli Hewa Babaranda, Elliya Kim, 
Misha Zernov and David Peralta 
have qualiĮed for the NaƟonal Team 
Tournament in Hamilton.

In the Intermediate compeƟƟon, 
Yumo Shi took out the top honours 
with scoring 6.5 in the 7 rounds 
followed closely by Vicky Chen (2nd, 
6/7), Daniel Masters (3rd, 5/7) and 
Dexter Turner Fong (4th 4.5/7).

Chess Power May 2026

Senior

Junior

Final placings - Senior:

1. Ben Geilik
2. Sasandu Kiwulegedara
3. Hasanli Hewa Babaranda
4. Elliya Kim
5. Misha Zernov
6. David Peralta
8. Andrei MarƟn Villanueva
10. Adam Wills
12. Wil McCann
14. Aatman Parashar
15. James Rees
20. Melissa Bessonva
22. Jayden Troon
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Cross Country
Junior Campus

On Thursday 14 May 2026, the Junior 
Campus made their way throughout the 
morning to Thomson’s Bush to race this 
year’s Junior Campus Cross Country. The 
weather was perfect for running, with the 
sun popping out from behind the clouds 
from Ɵme to Ɵme. 

There was a sea of colour on the 
Waihopai River banks as all of the 
year groups made their way around 
the 3km course. For the more serious 
runners there was the opportunity to 
qualify for the Southland Cross Country 
Championships at Waimumu in June.

Well done to all of the place geƩers in the 
following races:

I’m reaching out to share some exciƟng 
news from the BoƩom of the South 
Warriors trial held at Rugby Park on May 
24th, where the region’s top U14, U16, 
and U18 players had the opportunity 
to showcase their skills in front of NZ 
Warriors pathway staī, including Tony 
Iro.
This trial formed part of the oĸcial 
NZ Warriors talent idenƟĮcaƟon 
pathway, giving selected players a 
direct opportunity to progress toward 
professional rugby league development 
environments.
From this process, Parks Laverty, a 
15-year-old James Hargest College (JHC) 
student, impressed selectors with his 
performance and has been selected 

11 year boys 11 year girls
Ned Thomson  10
Jack Sorensen  16
Cyraul Werder  7

Lucy Townson 16
Sophie Rankin 10
Libby Hodges  7

12 year boys 12 year girls
Cade Maxwell 12
MaƩhew Truman 10
Albie Walton 1

Olivia Nelson 11
Isla Harper-Cook 7
Rae Mackereth 21

13 year boys 13 year girls
Sean Iversen 2
George Ramsay 8
Finn Dallow 19

Maia Shanks 15
Evelyn McKlintock 6
Isla Broomhall 8

NZ Warriors Pathway Concept Match

alongside two other U16 Southland 
athletes to take part in a Warriors 
pathway concept match at Nga Puna Wai 
in Christchurch on Sunday June 21st.
Parks also represented Southland earlier 
this year on the naƟonal stage in Rotorua 
at the NZRL 9s Tournament, further 
highlighƟng his conƟnued development 
and commitment to the game.
This is a signiĮcant achievement 
and reŇects both Parks’ dedicaƟon 
and the growing strength of rugby 
league within the Southland region. 
OpportuniƟes like this demonstrate a 
clear pathway from school sport through 
to elite representaƟve and professional 
environments.
We’re proud to see Southland athletes 

being recognised at this level and 
encourage conƟnued support for rugby 
league development across schools.

Dominic Bradley - Southland Rugby 
League Development Oĸcer
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Paddles Up Mavora!

In March our senior and junior paddlers 
headed into Mavora Lakes for the annual 
Southland Secondary Schools Slalom 
Kayaking Paddles Up CompeƟƟon. Last 
year this event was cancelled so the 
students were excited to have it back this 
year.

The compeƟƟon started with the 
individual down-river race, students 
tested their skills navigaƟng the river and 
for some it was the Įrst Ɵme they had 
tackled a down-river race. A Ɵring day 
but the students embraced the camping 
experience, cooking their own food, 
exploring the area and trying our luck at 
Įshing. We Įnished the day with a much 
needed roaring campĮre thanks to Mr 
Burns.

Sunday was the individual and team 
slalom event. The organisers set up a 
mix of technical and fun gates. We had 
awesome support from parents who 
drove up for the day and they were all 
impressed how the students had grown in 
conĮdence and how much they enjoyed 
the experience.

Most impressive was the team spirit on 
and oī the water, students encouraging 
each other, helped load and unload the 
boat trailer countless Ɵmes whilst giving 
the compeƟƟon their all. Well done to
the teams, it was an acƟon packed 
weekend but so much fun!

Massive thanks to Mr Burrows, Mr Burns, 
Jacqui Alcock and parent helpers who 
made this trip possible. A special thanks 
to Mrs Black who organises the Paddles 
Up event.

Results

Senior Girls Slalom 3rd Roisin Dyer
Junior Boys Slalom 3rd Edmond Steele
Senior Girls Down River Race 3rd Roisin Dyer
Senior Boys Team Slalom 2nd - Gage Crow, Josh Driver and Roisin Dyer
Junior Boys Team Slalom 2nd - Edmond Steele, Khai Tran and Leon Boniface
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At the end of May, the Boys 1st XI farewelled their coach Will 
Dickey. He has developed this team since 2023 and this has been 
reŇecƟve in the team’s skills, passion and team work which has 
paid oī in compeƟƟon results over the four years. We wish him 
all the best in his new role with Wellington Hockey.

Some senior JHC players are also represenƟng their region for 
U18 hockey. They have been training hard and playing warm up 
tournaments before heading oī to their designated venue for 
the NaƟonal U18 tournament in the upcoming holidays. Boys are 
in Tauranga and the girls compete in Palmerston North.

All JHC teams have been playing well in the Southland Secondary 
School compeƟƟons.

Sixteen-year-old Nieko Scoles may 
be young, but he’s going to be one 
of the most experienced Toyota 86 
drivers in the Įeld when the four 
round Toyota 86 Trophy Series kicks 
oī recently at Hampton Downs.
The Invercargill schoolboy has been 
racing cars since he was 13 and 
started his circuit racing in a Toyota 
86, clocking up hundreds of racing 
kilometres in club racing events 

Hockey

TOYOTA GAZOO Racing New Zealand

and in the South Island Endurance 
Championship.
“Yes, I already have a lot of 
experience in these cars and I’ve had 
some good results along the way 
and have learned a lot every Ɵme I 
have driven and raced the car,” he 
explained.
CongratulaƟons to Nieko for going 
on to take out 1st Place overall at 
Hampton Downs.
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Rugby Capping

Southland Orienteering Champs

Southland & SISS Cross Country

CongratulaƟons to Trent Moss and Kaius 
Dobbs who earned their caps recently.  
These were presented on a very special 
day, James Hargest Rugby Club Day.  All 
teams played well with the 1st XV earning 
a good win, the Under 16s very narrowly 
missing the win by one point, and the 
Juniors struggled against a much bigger 
side. 

Update from Sports Oĸce

It’s all go in the Sports Oĸce with 
Sarah and Tessa now fully seƩled 
in and Term 2 sport buzzing along. 
With the WakaƟpu Exchange 
taking place this week, we also 
have a great line‑up of upcoming 
events, including the Senior Sports 
Leadership Forum, Junior Netball 
Champs, Table Tennis Champs, 
Pickleball Champs, Indoor Bowls 
Champs, Badminton U13 & U17 
Southland Open, and the Clay 
Target ShooƟng Champs.
Students can Įnd all sign‑up 
informaƟon in the daily noƟces. 
We’re also gearing up for Term 3 
compeƟƟons, and planning for 
the Taieri Exchange is already 
underway.

Our JHC students did a fantasƟc job 
represenƟng the school at the Southland 
Schools Orienteering Championships. 
With ideal weather condiƟons and 
strong compeƟƟon across all grades, our 
athletes showed determinaƟon, skill, and 
great school spirit.
Championship Grades

• Senior Boys: Noah HackeƩ - 1st
• Junior Boys: Chris More - 3rd
• Year 7 & 8 Boys: George Ramsay - 2nd
• Year 7 & 8 Girls: Tessa Evans - 1st
Standard Grades

• Intermediate Girls: 
Nancy Ke – 1st, Caitlin CheckeƩs - 3rd
• Junior Girls: 
Marni Eschenmoser & Nancy Zhang - 2nd

Our JHC runners shone across two major 
events - the Southland Secondary Schools 
Cross Country in Te Anau and the SISS 
Cross Country FesƟval in Invercargill. 
Perfect condiƟons and determined 
athletes made for an impressive set of 
results.
Southland Cross Country

Year 9 Girls: Freya Gilmour: 2nd
Year 9 Boys: Craig Iversen: 1st
Senior Boys: Cayden SanginiƟ: 3rd
SISS FesƟval
Year 8 Boys: Sean Iversen: 1st
Year 9 Girls: Freya Gilmour: 2nd
Year 9 Boys:  Craig Iversen: 3rd

Novice Grades

• Year 7 & 8 Boys: 
Jacob Annan & Tracker Lush – 2nd
• Year 7 & 8 Girls: Isla Buchanan - 3rd
CongratulaƟons to all compeƟtors 
- we are incredibly proud of your 
achievements and the way you 
represented JHC.

Well done to all our runners for their 
outstanding eīorts.
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Southland Sports Awards Nominations

Otago/Southland Road Cycling Champs

It was a chilly day at Teretonga for the 
Otago/Southland Road Cycling Champs, 
but our JHC riders rose to the challenge. 
We were incredibly proud of their eīorts, 
especially the fun and teamwork shown 
in the team Ɵme trial, with seniors pairing 
up with juniors — a highlight they’ll 
remember.
JHC also Įnished 2nd overall in school 
points, an outstanding achievement.

U17 Girls: Genevieve Hare: 2nd
U16 Boys: Zach Hibbs: 1st
U15 Boys: Joshua Robertson: 3rd
U14 Boys: Jacob Annan: 2nd
U13 Boys: Hudson GarreƩ: 1st

We are thrilled to celebrate our James 
Hargest students and staī member 
who have been nominated for the 
2024 Southland Sports Awards. Their 
dedicaƟon, passion, and commitment to 
excellence shine through in everything 
they do, and we are proud to see their 
hard work recognised on a regional stage.

Nominees:
Junior Sportsperson: 

Alison Tweedie (Disc Golf)
Team of the Year: 

Zoe Beck (Lawn Bowls)
Team of the Year: 

Hokonui U13 Marching: 
Zoe Hibbs & Phoebe Morgan

Athlete with a Disability: 
JonƟ Dillinger (AthleƟcs) & 

Londyn Dillinger (Swimming)
Oĸcial of the Year: 

Wayne Harding (Cycling)

We also love seeing former JHC 
students conƟnuing to achieve at 
elite levels. CongratulaƟons to all 

nominees; we can’t wait to support 
you at the awards night.
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International Students

On Monday 18 May 2026 the 
InternaƟonal Department celebrated 
our dedicated Homestay & Student 
coordinator, Ms Kylie. For over ten 

years, Ms Kylie has brought together 
InternaƟonal students and Southland 

families in a matchmaking exercise that 
can be described as a complex jigsaw 

puzzle. 

Ms Kylie has the students and our host 
families at the heart of everything 

she does and has provided countless 
students with a home away from home. 

She has guided families with a strong 
sense of purpose. She will be dearly 

missed by us all. 

A tribute to 
Ms Kylie...
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Wh   nau K   rero

Did you know teenagers 
can choose to see Tooth 

Works for their free 

dental care?

Tooth Works holds the Combined 
Dental Agreement contract with 
Health NZ, allowing us to provide 
FREE dental care for eligible Year 
9–18 year old students.

We provide:
     Check-ups
     X-rays
     Fillings
     Dental advice
     Emergency treatment

Our friendly team aims to 
make dental visits relaxed and 
comfortable for young people.

We can also see children 

younger than Year 9 privately 
if parents wish.

FREE DENTAL CARE FOR 
YEAR 9–18 YEAR OLD STUDENTS

Tooth Works - Invercargill 
 03 218 4937
toothworks.co.nz

Now available on SchoolTV - NicoƟne AddicƟon

Vaping and nicoƟne use are becoming increasingly visible in the lives of young 
people, with many children exposed to it well before adolescence through 
social media, adverƟsing, gaming culture and peer conversaƟons. What can 
oŌen begin as curiosity or experimentaƟon may quickly develop into nicoƟne 
dependence due to the highly addicƟve nature of these products.

Many young people are unaware of the impact nicoƟne can have on brain 
development, emoƟonal regulaƟon, concentraƟon and overall wellbeing. For 
families, early and ongoing conversaƟons can play an important role in helping 
children and teens build criƟcal thinking skills, resist social pressures and make 
informed choices.

This ediƟon of SchoolTV explores nicoƟne addicƟon, the risks associated 
with vaping and pracƟcal ways to support young people through this growing 
challenge.

Here is the link to this topic 
hƩp://jameshargest.nz.schooltv.me/newsleƩer/nicoƟne-addicƟon-nz

https://toothworks.co.nz/
https://jameshargest.nz.schooltv.me/newsletter/nicotine-addiction-nz
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School App
Free download from the respecƟve 

app stores
 

Download School Apps NZ and select 
James Hargest College

Junior Campus
6 Layard Street, Invercargill

Email: juniorcampus@jameshargest.school.nz 

Senior Campus
288 Layard Street, Invercargill

Email: oĸce@jameshargest.school.nz

Website 

www.jameshargest.school.nz

 Phone 

03 217 6129
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

E-mail NewsleƩers
The next newsleƩer will be issued via 

email on Thursday 2 July 2026.
Hard copies of the newsleƩer will be 

available from either the Junior or 

Senior Campus oĸce.
You can view the newsleƩer on the Hargest 

web site www.jameshargest.school.nz

InformaƟon 
Updates

If you have any changes to your details 

(e.g. address, phone numbers, medical 
details, emergency contacts, etc), please 

let the school know as soon as possible in 
order to keep our records up-to-date. 

Please email Mrs Moreton (Senior Campus) 
with any changes at

oĸce@jameshargest.school.nz

or phone 2176129

or Mrs Cribb (Junior Campus) at
juniorcampus@jameshargest.school.nz

or phone 2179250

Parent, Caregiver,  
Whānau and

Community Engagement
At James Hargest College we are always 

interested in engaging with our community 
and listening to parents, whanau and the 
wider community. If you have any good 

ideas or there is something special that has 
happened regarding Hargest, or there are 

issues, concerns or complaints we should be 
aware of,  

please contact the school oĸce 

Senior Campus (2176129) or 

Junior Campus (2179250) or via email,  
oĸce@jameshargest.school.nz

You will be put in contact with an 
appropriate staī member

Website
www.jameshargest.school.nz

 Phone
03 217 6129

	  

Coming Events for 2026

Senior Campus
�  

June
Tues 	 9		  Big Sing / Japan hui 7pm

Thu	 11		  L2 Geography Trip

Wed	 17			  Manu Kōrero

Thu	 18			  Manu Kōrero

Fri	 19		  Rob Waddell here 

			   Japanese Trivia night - Hall 6pm

			   Southland Chess Tournament - Library

Tues	 23		  AGM and PTA hui 7.30pm Brigadier’s Room

Wed	 24		  Scholarship Assembly

Thu	 25		  Haka Competition

			   BOT hui

Fri	 26		  The Sing Thing

Tues	 30		  1st XV Australia Rugby Tour Departs

July 

Fri	 3		  Last Day of Term 2

Fri	 10		  Matariki

Wed	 27		  Taieri Exchange

Thu	 30		  BOT hui

Tues	 21		  School tours start

Mon	 27		  Kumagaya arrive

 

August
Sun	 2		  Open Day

Thu	 6		  CareerFest

Fri	 7		  CareerFest

Tues	 11		  Shadow Tech - Dunedin

Thu	 13		  SC Interviews 11-13

Fri	 21		  Cadenza - Timaru

Sun	 23		  Jump Jam

Mon	 24		  DanceNZmade

Thu	 27		  BOT hui

Wed	 26		  SC Interviews 9-10 

					   
Junior Campus

 

June
Mon 	 1		  King’s Birthday

Wed	 3		  Year 7 Vision Testing

Fri	 12		  Southland Primary Cross Country

Tues	 23		  AGM and PTA hui

Thu	 25		  BOT hui

Fri	 26		  Sing Thing at Stadium

July
Fri 	 3		  Last day of Term 2

Thu	 30		  BOT hui

August
Sun	 2		  Open Day

Sun	 30		  Junior Campus Ski Trip

Thu	 27		  BOT hui 
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Sowing seeds of learning

PLEASE SUPPORT 

OUR ADVERTISERS

Every brain can learn better

Improve:

   * Memory

   * Attention

   * Processing speed

   * Sequencing

RESEARCHED BY TOP SCIENTISTS

Help for students with 

Dyslexia, ADHD/ ADD, Autism 

FIND OUT MORE TODAY!

www.fastlearning.co.nz

nicola@fastlearning.co.nz

Ph: 0221 635 890


